LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025

After-feast of the Great Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos
Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum

FIRST ANTIPHON
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised: in the city of our God and in His
holy mountain. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
God is known in her palaces for a refuge. As we have heard, so have we seen
in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Most High hath sanctified His tabernacle. Holiness and majesty are in His
sanctuary.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing
to Thee. Alleluia!
This is the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter in thereat. (Refrain)
Holy is Thy temple, and wonderful in righteousness. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

THIRD ANTIPHON
Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favor. The King’s daughter is
all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. Virgins shall be brought to
the King after her: her companions shall be brought unto Thee.

* During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Feast of the Entrance of the
Theotokos. Then, the following Entrance Hymn:

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

o After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 7)
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief;
Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing womenintojoy. And didst
bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting
to the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS (TONE 4)
Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the
beginning of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in
the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, preaching Christ to all. Let us
shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the fulfillment
of the Creator’s dispensation.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)
In truthyou were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith,a model of meekness
and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the heights by humility,
richesby poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God
that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS (TONE 4)
The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, * the greatly precious bridal chamber
and Virgin, * the Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, * into
the House of the Lord * on this day is brought forward * and bringeth with
herself the grace * of the Most Divine Spirit; * her do God’s Angels hymn with
songs of praise, * for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.

THE EPISTLE
The Lord will give strength to His people.

Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (2:14-22)
Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken
down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of
commandments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new
man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to
God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an
end. And He came and preached peace to you, who were far off, and peace
to those who were near; for through Him we both have accessin one Spirit
to the Father. So thenyou are nolonger strangers and sojourners, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are

builtinto it fora dwelling place of God in the Spirit.




Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (12:16-21)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth
plentifully; and he thought to himself, “What shall I do, for have nowhere
tostore my crops?” And hesaid, ‘I will do this: Iwill pull down my barns,
and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, ‘Fool!
This night yoursoul is required of you; and the things youhave prepared,
whose will they be?” Sois he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to
hear, lethim hear.”

COMMUNION HYMN FOR THE FEAST (TONE 8)
I will take the cup of salvation, and I will call upon the Name of the Lord.
Alleluia.

SYNAXARION

On November 23, we continue to celebrate the Great Feast of the Entrance
of the Theotokosinto the Temple. Leading the procession into the Temple
were virgins with lighted tapers in their hands, then the three-year-old
Most-holy Virgin, led by her father and mother. The Virgin was clad in
vesture of royal magnificence and adornments as was befitting the
“King’s daughter, the Bride of God” (Psalm 44:13-15). Following them
were many kinsmen and friends, all with lighted tapers. Fifteen steps led
up to the Temple. Joachim and Anna lifted the Virgin onto the first step,
then she ran quickly to the top herself, where she was met by the High
Priest Zachariah, who was to be the father of St. John the Forerunner.
Taking her by the hand, he led hernot only into the Temple, but into the
“Holy of Holies,” the holiest of holy places, into which no onebut the high
priest ever entered, and only once each year, at that. Zachariah “was
outside himself and possessed by God” when he led the Virgin into the
holiest place in the Temple, beyond the second curtain —otherwise, his
action could not be explained. The Most-holy Virgin remained in the
Temple and dwelt there for nine full years. While her parents were alive,
they visited her often. When God called her parents from this world, the
Most-holy Virgin wasleft an orphan and did not wish to leave the Temple
until death or to enter into marriage. The Most-holy Virgin Mary was the
tirst of such lifevowed virgins, of the thousands and thousands of virgin
men and women who would follow her in the Church of Christ.
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ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
r

\ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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