LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025
Holy Apostle & Evangelist Matthew

FIRST ANTIPHON
Itis good to give praiseuntothe Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, Most High!
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)
Uprightis the Lord our God, and thereis no unrighteousness in Him. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with strength
and hath girt Himself.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing
to Thee. Alleluia!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

* During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection.
Then, the following Entrance Hymn:

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

o After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 6)
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers
shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard
became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby.
Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art
risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MATTHEW (TONE 3)
O holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, intercede with the merciful God, to
grant our souls forgiveness of sins.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)
In truthyou were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith,a model of meekness
and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the heights by humility,
richesby poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God
that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS (TONE 4)
The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, * the greatly precious bridal chamber
and Virgin, * the Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, * into
the House of the Lord * on this day is brought forward * and bringeth with
herself the grace * of the Most Divine Spirit; * her do God’s Angels hymn with
songs of praise, * for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.

TRISAGION HYMN
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut
urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen. ~ Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

THE EPISTLE
His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.
Reading from the 1+ Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (4:9-16)

Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced
to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and
tomen. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are
weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To
the presenthour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and
homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we
bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate;
we have become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the off-scouring
of all things. I do notwrite this to make youashamed, butto admonish you
as my beloved children. For though you have countless guides in Christ,
you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus
through the Gospel. Iurge you, then, be imitators of me.




Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (9:9-13)
Atthat time, as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew
sitting at the tax office; and He said to him, “Follow Me.” And he rose
and followed Him. And as He sat at table in the house, behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and His disciples.
And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when Jesus heard
it, He said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not
sacrifice.” ForIcame not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

COMMUNION HYMN FOR THE APOSTLE (TONE 8)
His sound hath gone forthinto all the earth, and his words unto the ends
of the world. Alleluia.

SYNAXARION

On November 16, we commemorate the Holy Apostle & Evangelist
Matthew. He was the son of Alphaeus, and a tax collector when the Lord
saw him in Capernaum and said: “Follow Me. And he arose, and followed
Him (Matthew 9:9).” After that, Matthew received the Lord in his home
and thus provided the occasion for the Lord to express several great truths
about His coming to earth. After receiving the Holy Spirit, Matthew
preached the Gospel to the Parthians, Medes and Ethiopians. Matthew
baptized the wife and the son of the prince of Ethiopia, at which the prince
became greatly enraged and dispatched a guard to bring Matthew to him
for trial. The soldiers returned to the prince saying that they had heard
Matthew’s voice, but could not see him with their eyes. The prince then
sent a second guard. When this guard approached the apostle, he shone
with a heavenly light so powerful that the soldiers could notlook at him;
tilled with fear, they threw down their weapons and returned. The prince
then went himself. Matthew radiated such light that the prince was
instantly blinded. However, the holy apostle had a compassionate heart;
he prayed to God, and the prince was given back his sight. Unfortunately,
he arrested Matthew and subjected him to cruel tortures. Eventually, after
Matthew’s death, the prince repented, was baptized, taking the name
“Matthew,” and served as a priest, giving up his princely wealth.
Matthew the Apostle wrote his Gospel in the Aramaic language. It was
soon translated into Greek and the Greek texthas come down to us, while
the Aramaic text has been lost.
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7 ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of

the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.

g =l =T, U




