LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2025
Holy Martyrs Akindinos, Pegasios, Aphthonios, Elpidophoros
and Anempodistos of Persia

FIRST ANTIPHON
Itis good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, Most High!
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)
Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with strength
and hath girt Himself.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing
to Thee. Alleluia!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

® During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection.
Then, the following Entrance Hymn:

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

o After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 4)
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And
proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled;
Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE PERSIAN MARTYRS (TONE 2)
Blessed is the earth that drank your blood, O prizewinners of the Lord, and
holy are the tabernacles that received your spirits; for in the stadium ye
triumphed over the enemy, and ye proclaimed Christ with boldness. Beseech
Him, we pray, since He is good, to save our souls.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)
In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness
and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the heights by humility,
riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God
that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF REGULAR SUNDAYS (TONE 2)
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

TRISAGION HYMN
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut
urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen.  Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

THE EPISTLE
O Lord, how magnified are Thy works. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (2:16-20)
Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the Law but
through faith in Jesus Christ. Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in
order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the Law, because
by works of the Law shall no one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be
justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an
agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which I tore
down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I through the Law died to
the Law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me; and the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for
me.




Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (16:19-31)
The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor
man named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell
from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom.
The rich man also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment,
he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom.
And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send
Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am
in anguish in this flame.” But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in
your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides
all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that
those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may
cross from there to us.” And he said, “Then I beg you, father, to send him
to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them,
lest they also come into this place of torment.” But Abraham said, ‘“They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” And he said, ‘No,
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.” He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.””

SYNAXARION

On November 2, we commemorate the Martyrs Akindinos, Pegasios,
Anempodistos, Aphthonios, Elpidophoros and their companions of
Persia. The first three men were servants at the court of King Sapor in 355,
but secretly served Jesus Christ. The king gave them over to harsh torture
which they endured courageously and prayerfully. Angels and Christ
Himself appeared to them. When one of the torturers, Aphthonios, saw
that boiling lead did no harm to the martyrs, he believed in Christ. He was
then immediately beheaded. Then the king commanded that his three
servants be sewn into goat-skins and thrown into the sea. Aphthonios
appeared from the other world with three shining angels, took the martyrs
to dry land and set them free. Elpidophoros was a courtier. When he
revealed that he was a Christian and denounced the king, the king
beheaded Elpidophoros along with about 7,000 other Christians. Then the
three martyrs named earlier were thrown into a burning furnace, along
with 28 soldiers and the king’s mother, who also came to faith in Christ.
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@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
B \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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