LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2025
Great-Martyr Demetrios the Myrrh-Streamer;
Commemoration of the Great Earthquake in Constantinople in 740

FIRST ANTIPHON
Itis good to give praiseuntothe Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, Most High!
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)
Uprightis the Lord our God, and thereis no unrighteousness in Him. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with strength
and hath girt Himself.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing
to Thee. Alleluia!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

* During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection.
Then, the following Entrance Hymn:

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

o After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 3)
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty
actwith His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the
first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades,
granting the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE EARTHQUAKE (TONE 8)
O Thou Who lookest upon the earth and makest it tremble, deliver us from the
fearful menace of earthquake, O Christ our God, and by theintercessions of the
Theotokos, send down upon us Thy mercies in abundance, O only Friend of
man.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. DEMETRIOS (TONE 3)
A great champion hath the whole world found thee to be when in grave perils;
for thou dost put to flight the heathen, O victorious one. As thou didst humble
Lyaeus” arrogance and gavest boldness to Nestor in the stadium, thus, O holy
Great Martyr Demetrios, do thou entreat Christ God that we be granted Great
Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)

In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith,a model of meekness
and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the heights by humility,
richesby poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God
that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF REGULAR SUNDAYS (TONE 2)
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

THE EPISTLE
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear my prayer.
Reading from the 2" Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy (2:1-10)

Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace thatis in Christ Jesus; and what you
have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be
able to teach othersalso. Sharein suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No
soldier on service gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy
the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes
accordingtotherules. Itis the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first
share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will grant you
understanding in everything. Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
descended from David, as preached in my gospel, the gospel for which I am
suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word of God is not
fettered. Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also
may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory.

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (8:26-39)
At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite
Galilee. And as He stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city
who had demons; for a long time he had worn no clothes, and he lived notin a

house but among the tombs. (continued...)




When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, and said with a
loud voice, “Whathast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
I beseech Thee, do not torment me.” For Jesus had commanded the unclean
spirit to comeout of the man.[For many a time it had seized him; he was kept
under guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and
was driven by the demon into the desert.] Jesus then asked him, “What is your
name?” And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. And they
begged Jesus not to command them to departinto the abyss. Now a largeherd
of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they begged Jesus to let them
enter these. So He gave them leave. Then the demons came out of the man
and entered the swine, and theherd rushed down the steep bank intothe lake
and was drowned. When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled,
and told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what
had happened, and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the
demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind;
and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he who had
been possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the
surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them; for
they were seized with great fear; so He got into the boat and returned. The
man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with Jesus;
but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that
God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the
whole city all that Jesus had done for him.

SYNAXARION

On October 26, we commemorate the Great-Martyr Demetrios. His father was
the military commander of Salonica, and, when he died, the Emperor
Maximian made Demetrios commander in his place. In doing this, the
Emperor, an opponent of Christ, particularly recommended him to persecute
and exterminate the Christians in Salonica. Demetrios not only disobeyed the
Emperor, but he openly confessed and preached Christ the Lord in the city.
The enraged Emperor cast him into prison. Knowing what awaited him,
Demetrios gave his goods to his faithful servant, Lupus, to give to the poor,
and went off to prison, glad that suffering for Christ was to be his lot. After
several days, the Emperor sent soldiers to the prison to kill Demetrios. They
came upon the saint at prayer, and ran him through with their spears.
Christians secretly took his body and gave it burial, and there flowed from it
myrrh by which many of the sick were healed. Demetrios entered the
heavenly mansions in 306.
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@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
B \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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