
 LITURGICAL VARIABLES – SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2025 
Commemoration of the Prophet Elias (Elijah) the Thesbite 

 

FIRST ANTIPHON  
It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, Most High! 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)  

Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. (Refrain)        

Glory…Both now…(Refrain)  
 

SECOND ANTIPHON  
The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with strength 

and hath girt Himself. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to 

Thee: Alleluia! 

For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)  

Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)  

Glory…Both now…O Only-begotten Son…  
 

• During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection.                     

Then, the following Entrance Hymn:  
 

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION 

Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,      

Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
 

• After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below: 

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 5) 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and 

the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in 

ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His 

glorious Resurrection. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE PROPHET ELIAS (TONE 4) 
The incarnate Angel, and the Prophets’ summit and boast, * the second 

forerunner of the coming of Christ our God, Elias, the glorious, * from above 

sent down his grace upon Elisseus; * he doth cast out sickness and doth also 

cleanse lepers; * and unto all that honor him, he poureth forth streams of cures. 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4) 
In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness 

and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the heights by humility, 

riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God 

that our souls may be saved. 
 

KONTAKION OF REGULAR SUNDAYS (TONE 2) 
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the 

Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have 

sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry 

unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou 

who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 
 

 

THE EPISTLE 

Thou art a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.  

The Lord said unto my Lord:  

Sit Thou on my right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool. 

Reading from the Epistle of St. James (5:10-20) 

Brethren, take as an example of suffering and patience the prophets who 

spoke in the Name of the Lord. Behold, we call those blessed who were 

steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen 

the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by Heaven or by earth 

or with any other oath; but let your yes be yes and your no be no, so that 

you may not fall under condemnation. Is anyone among you suffering? 

Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is any among you 

sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over 

him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of 

faith will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he 

has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to 

one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The 

prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects. Elias was a man 

of like nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it might not 

rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then 

he prayed again and the heavens gave rain, and the earth brought forth 

its fruit. My brethren, if any one among you wanders from the truth 

and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back 

a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will 

cover a multitude of sins.     
 

 
 



 

  
 
 

 

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (9:1-8) 

At that time, Jesus got into a boat, crossed over and came to His own 

city.  And behold, they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on his bed; 

and when Jesus saw their faith He said to the paralytic, “Take heart, 

my son; your sins are forgiven.”  And behold, some of the scribes said 

to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.”  But Jesus, knowing their 

thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts?  For which is 

easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’?  But 

that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to 

forgive sins”—He then said to the paralytic—“Rise, take up your bed 

and go home.”  And he rose and went home.  When the crowds saw it, 

they marveled, and they glorified God, Who had given such authority 

to men. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION (TONE 8) 

Praise the Lord from the Heavens, praise Him in the highest! 

 

SYNAXARION 

On July 20, we commemorate the fiery ascent as it were into the Heaven 

of the holy and glorious Elias (Elijah) the Thesbite. Elias was born in the 

town of Tishba for which he was called the Thesbite. When Elias was born, 

his father Savah saw an angel of God hovering around the child, 

wrapping the child in fire and giving him a flame to eat. This 

foreshadowed Elias’s fiery character and his God-given fiery power. Elias 

confronted the Israelite King Ahab and his evil wife Jezebel. They 

worshipped idols and were turning the people away from serving the One 

and Living God. Jezebel, a Syrian, persuaded her husband to erect a 

temple to the Syrian god Baal. Through great miracles Elias displayed the 

power and authority of God: he closed up the heavens, so that there was 

not any rain for three years and six months; he lowered a fire from heaven 

and burned the sacrifice to his God which the pagan priests of Baal were 

unable to do; he accurately prophesied to Ahab that the dogs will lick up 

his blood and to Jezebel that the dogs will consume her flesh. Before his 

death Elias took Elisseus (Elisha) and designated him as his successor in 

the prophetic calling. Elias was taken up into the heavens in a fiery chariot 

by flaming horses. He appeared on Mount Tabor to our Lord Jesus Christ 

with Moses on the Transfiguration. Before the end of the world Elias will 

appear again to put an end to the power of the anti-Christ (Revelation, 

Chapter 11). 


