LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, JUNE 29,2025
Commemoration of the Holy Apostles Peter & Paul

FIRST ANTIPHON
Itis good to give praise unto the Lord; to chant unto Thy Name, Most High!
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy and Thy truth by night. (Refrain)
Uprightis the Lord our God, and thereis no unrighteousness in Him. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King; He is clothed with majesty! The Lord is clothed with strength
and hath girt Himself.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to
Thee: Alleluia!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. (Refrain)
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

* During the Little Entrance, chant the Apolytikion of the Resurrection.
Then, the following Entrance Hymn:

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

o After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 2)
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal
One, then Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou
didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry
aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF HOLY APOSTLES PETER & PAUL (TONE 4)
O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul,
intercede with the Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls
the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)
In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith,a model of meekness
and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the heights by humility,
richesby poverty.Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God
that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF REGULAR SUNDAYS (TONE 2)
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

THE EPISTLE
Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth.
The heavens show forth the glory of God.

Reading from the 2" Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (11:21-12:9)
Brethren, whatever anyone dares to boast of —I am speaking as a fool —I also dare
to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one —
I am talking like a madman —with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with
countless beatings, and often near death. Five times I have received at the hands of
the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I have been beaten with rods; once 1
was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been
adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers,
danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in
the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship,
through many a sleeplessnight, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold
and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of
my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to
fall, and I am notindignant? If I mustboast, [ will boast of the things that show my
weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He Who isblessed forever, knows
that I do not lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of
Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window
in the wall, and escaped his hands. I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by
it, but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ
who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven —whether in the body
or outof the bodyI donot know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught
up into Paradise —whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God
knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On
behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my
weaknesses. Thoughif I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall be speaking
the truth. ButI refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in
me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me,
to keep me from being too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that
itshould leave me; but He said to me, “My grace is sufficientfor you, for My power
is made perfect in weakness.” I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses,
that the power of Christ may rest uponme.




Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (16:13-19)
At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He
asked His Disciples, “Who do men say that the Son of man is?” And
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father
Who is in Heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my Church, and the gates of hades shall not prevail against it. I
will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in Heaven.”

SYNAXARION

On June 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy,
glorious, all-laudable and foremost of the Apostles, Peter and Paul.
Together, they are the patrons and protectors of the Patriarchate of
Antioch. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter became a fearless
and powerful preacher of the Gospel. Peter worked many powerful
miracles; he healed the sick, resurrected the dead; the sick were healed
even from his shadow. By order of the evil Emperor Nero, Peter was
condemned to death in 64 A.D. Installing Linus as Bishop of Rome,
counseling and comforting the flock of Christ, Peter proceeded joyfully
to his death. Seeing the cross before him, he begged his executioners to
crucify him upside down for he considered himself unworthy to die as
did his Lord. Thus the great servant of the Great Lord reposed and
received the wreath of eternal glory. With a fiery zeal, Paul preached
the Gospel everywhere from the borders of Arabia to Spain, among the
Jews and among the Gentiles. As horrible as his sufferings were, so
much more was his superhuman patience. Throughout all the years of
his preaching Paul, from day to day, hung as one on a weak thread
between life and death. Since he fulfilled all days and nights with labor
and suffering for Christ, since he organized the Church in many places
and since he attained such a degree of perfection he was able to say: “It
is now no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).
Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Emperor Nero at the
same time as the Apostle Peter.
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ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
r

\ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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