LITURGICAL VARIABLES - SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2025

Sixth Sunday of Pascha — Healing of the Blind Man
Third Discovery of the Forerunner’s Honorable Head

FIRST ANTIPHON
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and
sing to Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...(Refrain)

SECOND ANTIPHON
May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine
upon us, and have mercy upon us.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to
Thee: Alleluia!
That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let

the peoples give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee.
(Refrain)

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain)
Glory...Both now...O Only-begotten Son...

THIRD ANTIPHON
Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those that hate Him flee
from before His face.
Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and
upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!
As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.
So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.
This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.

ENTRANCE HYMN OF THE RESURRECTION
In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save
us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

o After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below:

APOLYTIKION OF THE RESURRECTION (TONE 5)
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and
the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in
ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection.

APOLYTIKION OF THE FORERUNNER’S HEAD DISCOVERY (TONE 4)
Christ God hath revealed to us thy truly ven'rable head * as a divine
treasure that had been concealed in the earth, O Prophet and
Forerunner. * Wherefore, as we gather on the feast of its finding, * with
our hymns inspired of God, we praise Christ the Savior, * Who by thy
mighty prayers saveth us from every kind of harm.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)
In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of faith, a model of
meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won the
heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy Father, Bishop Nicholas,
intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

KONTAKION OF PASCHA (TONE 8)
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst
Thou destroy the power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ
God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace
unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

THE EPISTLE
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear my voice.
Reading from the 2" Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (4:6-15)
Brethren, it is the God Who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” Who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. We
are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be manifested in our bodies. While we live we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So, death is at work in us, but life in you.
Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I believed,
and so I spoke,” we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that He Who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you
into His presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to
more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.




Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His
disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be made manifest in him. I must work the works of Him who sent
Me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world,
I am the light of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of
the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and washed and came back seeing.
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the
man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he;” others said, “No, but he is like
him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to
him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man
who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he
said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees
said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them. So
they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind
and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received
his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him
to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is
of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and
said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered,
“Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now
I see.” They said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He
answered them, “IT'have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And they reviled him,
saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The man
answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where He comes from, and yet He
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were
not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin,
and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him
out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered,
“And who is He, that I may believe in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him,
and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.
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7 rﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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