WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, December 379, 2023

Tone 1/Eothinon 4 — Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost & Fourteenth
Sunday of Luke

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 1: While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and
the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O
Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud
unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore
you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop
Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of Preparation of Christ’s Nativity Tone 3: On this day the Virgin
cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before all the
ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and
the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who
before the ages is God.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians 5:8-19
Brethren, walk as children of light—for the fruit of light is found in all that is good
and right and true—and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to
speak of the things that they do in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light
it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it is said,
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.” Look
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the
time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what
the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but
be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.
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The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 18:35-43

At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside
begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told
him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent;
but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped,
and commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came near, Jesus asked him,
“What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.”
And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And
immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, glorifying God; and all the
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.




Holy Prophet Zephaniah - December 3
The Prophet Zephaniah (Sophonias) was a contemporary of the Prophet Jeremiah
and the Prophetess Oldama. He was from the tribe of Simeon, and was the ninth
of the Twelve Minor Prophets of the Old Testament. The prophet lived at the royal
court, where he preached repentance and helped King Josiah eliminate idol-
worship.

He prophesied about the calamities that were to come for the people of Judea and
the surrounding regions: Gaza, Ascalon, Crete, and against the Moabites, the
Ammonites and the Ninevites.

Parish Treasury Report

2023 October 2023 YTD
Income: $23,980.26 $216,382.30
Expense: $23,557.63 $215,801.34

11/6/2023 Checkbook: $54,842.25 Mortgage: $8,753.55
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IN JESUS CHRIST

@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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