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Today’s Hymns and Readings 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 5: Let us believers praise and worship the Word; 

coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He 

took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the 

dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
 

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your 

flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore 

you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop 

Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved. 

 

Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to 

shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices 

of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who 

in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, 

thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 
 
The Trisagion Hymn:  

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal,  have mercy on us.  

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna. 

Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and 

unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Dynamis! 

 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Epistle 

Thou, O Lord, shalt preserve us and keep us from this generation. 

Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared. 

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians 6:11-18 

Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.  It is those 

who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be 

circumcised and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  

For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the Law, but they 

desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh.  But far be it from 

me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 

crucified to me and I to the world.  For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creation.  Peace and mercy be upon all, who walk by this 

rule, upon the Israel of God.  Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body 

the marks of Jesus.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Holy Gospel 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 16:19-31 

The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 

full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table; 

moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried 

by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and in 

Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus 

in his bosom. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and send 

Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish 

in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in your lifetime received 

your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted 

here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm 

has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 

and none may cross from there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send 

him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest 

they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses 

and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if 

someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do 

not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should 

rise from the dead.’” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Martyrs Galaktion (Galaction) & Episteme (Epistemis) of 
Emesa (Homs)  – November 5 

Galaktion was born in the city of Emesa to parents who had long wanted a child, but could 
not conceive.  They both were pagans, but were later baptized by a monk named 
Onuphrius.  After baptism and becoming followers of Christ they were able to have the 
child.   
 
When Galaktion turned twenty-four, his father resolved to marry him off and they found 
him a bride, a beautiful and illustrious girl by the name of Episteme. The son did not 
oppose the will of his father, but by the will of God, the wedding was postponed for a time. 
Visiting his betrothed, Galaktion gradually revealed his faith to her. Eventually, he 
converted her to Christ and he secretly baptized her himself. 
 
The newly-illumined decided on the initiative of Galaktion, to devote themselves to the 
monastic life. Leaving the city, they hid themselves away on Mount Publion, where there 
were two monasteries, one for men and the other for women. 
 
For several years the monastics struggled in work, fasting and prayer. Once, Episteme had 
a vision in her sleep: she and Galaktion stood in a wondrous palace before a radiant King, 
and the King bestowed golden crowns on them. This was a prefiguring of their impending 
martyrdom. 
 
The pagans became aware of the existence of the monasteries, and a military detachment 
was sent to apprehend their inhabitants. But the monks and the nuns succeeded in hiding 
themselves in the hills. Galaktion, however, had no desire to flee and so he remained in his 
cell, reading Holy Scripture. When Episteme saw that the soldiers were leading Galaktion 
away in chains, she began to implore the Abbess to permit her to go also, since she wanted 
to accept torture for Christ together with her fiancé and teacher. The Abbess tearfully 
blessed Episteme to do so. 
 
The saints endured terrible torments, while supplicating and glorifying Christ. Their hands 
and legs were cut off, their tongues were cut out, and then they were beheaded. 
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Parish Treasury Report 

 

2023         September  2023                        YTD 

Income:    $22,190.12                      $192,402.04 

Expense:   $12,623.77                      $192,243.71 

 

10/6/2023   Checkbook: $57,668.42  Mortgage: $18,768.98 
 

 
 
 

 


