WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, November 19t 2023

Tone 7/Eothinon 2 — Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost & Ninth
Sunday of Luke

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 7: Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open
paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy.
And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to
the world the Great Mercy.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock, as
a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won
the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ
our God that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos Tone 4: The sacred treasury of God’s holy
glory, the greatly precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the Savior’s most pure temple, free of
stain and undefiled, into the House of the Lord on this day is brought forward and bringeth
with herself the grace of the Most Divine Spirit; her do God’s Angels hymn with songs of
praise, for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians 2:14-22
Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and
ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so
making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the Cross,
thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And He came and preached peace to you,
who were far off, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being
the cornerstone, in Whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a
holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of
God in the Spirit.
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The Holy Gospel

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 12:16-21
The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and
he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I
will store all my grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have
ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.” But God
said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?” So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”




Holy Prophet Obadiah - November 19
The holy Prophet Obadiah [or Abdia] is the fourth of the Twelve Minor Prophets, and he
lived during the ninth century B.C. He was from the village of Betharam, near Sichem, and
he served as steward of the impious Israelite King Ahab. In those days the whole of Israel
had turned away from the true God and had begun to offer sacrifice to Baal, but Obadiah
faithfully served the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in secret.

When Ahab’s wife, the impious and dissolute Jezebel, hunted down all the prophets of the
Lord (because of her quarrel with the Prophet Elias), Obadiah gave them shelter and food
(3/1 Kgs 18:3 ff). Ahab’s successor King Okhoziah [Ahaziah] sent three detachments of
soldiers to arrest the holy Prophet Elias (July 20). One of these detachments was headed
by the holy Prophet Obadiah. Through the prayer of the Prophet Elias, two of the
detachments were consumed by heavenly fire, but Obadiah and his detachment were
spared by the Lord (4/2 Kgs 1).

From that moment Obadiah resigned from military service and became a follower of the
Prophet Elias. Afterward, he himself received the gift of prophecy. The God-inspired work
of the Prophet Obadiah is the fourth of the Books of the Twelve Minor Prophets in the
Bible, and contains predictions about the future salvation of the Gentiles (Vs. 15) and that
the Savior would come forth from Sion (Vs. 17). The holy Prophet Obadiah, whose name
means servant (or worshipper) of the Lord, was buried in Samaria.

In iconography, the Prophet Obadiah is depicted as a grey-haired old man with a rounded
beard. His scroll reads: “In that day, saith the Lord, I shall destroy the wise men out of
Idumea.” (Obadiah 8).

Parish Treasury Report

2023 October 2023 YTD
Income:  $23,980.26 $216,382.30
Expense: $23,557.63 $215,801.34

11/6/2023 Checkbook: $54,842.25 Mortgage: $8,753.55
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3171 South 48th Street, Springdale, AR 72762
Mail: PO Box 6522, Springdale, AR 72766

(479) 379-6220 * Please visit us at: StNicholasAR.or$

Like us on Facebook:
Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church (@StNicholasAR)

Parish Priest:
Rev. Fr. Paul Fuller * saintnicholasar@gmail.com

A parish in the Diocese of Miami and the Southeast within the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America

Domse.or$ = Antiochian.org

@@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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