WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, October 2279, 2023

Tone 3/Eothinon 9 — Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost & Sixth Sunday of
Luke

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 3: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath
done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born
from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of St. Averkios Tone 4: Thy works of justice did reveal thee to thy community as a canon of
faith, the likeness of humility and teacher of abstinence, O Father Bishop Averkios. Wherefore, by humility
thou hast achieved exaltation, and by thy meekness wealth. Intercede, therefore, with Christ God to save our
souls.

Apolytikion of the Seven Ephesian Youths Tone 4: Thy Martyrs, O Lord, in their courageous contest
for Thee received as the prize the crowns of incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. For since
they possessed Thy strength, they cast down the tyrants and wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless
presumption. O Christ God, by their prayers, save our souls, since Thou art merciful.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of
faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won the heights by humility,
riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be
saved.

Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto
the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick,
O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to
make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Clap your hands, all ye peoples.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians 1:11-19
Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s
gospel. For | did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revelation
of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the Church
of God violently and tried to destroy it; and | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own
age among my people; so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when
He Who had set me apart before | was born, and had called me through His grace, was pleased
to reveal His Son to me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not confer
with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles before me, but
I went away into Arabia; and again | returned to Damascus. Then after three years | went up
to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But | saw none of the other
Apostles except James the Lord’s brother.
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The Holy Gospel

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 8:26-39
At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And as
He stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had demons; for a long time he
had worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he
cried out and fell down before him, and said with a loud voice, “What hast Thou to do with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 1 beseech Thee, do not torment me.” For Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. [For many a time it had seized him; he
was kept under guard, and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven
by the demon into the desert.] Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said,
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. And they begged Jesus not to command them to
depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So He gave them leave. Then the demons came out of the
man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned. When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled, and told it in the city and in
the country. Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus, and found
the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he who had been
possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He got into
the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that God has done
for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city all that Jesus had done for
him.




Saint Averkios (Abercius) the Wonderworker and Equal-to-the
Apostles - October 22

Saint Abercius, Bishop and Wonderworker of Hieropolis lived in the second
century in Phrygia. The city of Hieropolis was inhabited by many pagans and
very few Christians. The saint prayed to the Lord for the salvation of their souls
and that they might be numbered among God’s chosen flock. An angel appeared
and bade Saint Abercius to destroy the idols in the pagan temple. He fulfilled the
command of God with zeal. Hearing that the idol-worshippers wanted to kill him,
the saint went to the place where the people had gathered and openly denounced
the failings of the pagans. The pagans tried to seize the saint.

At this moment three demon-possessed youths in the crowd cried out. The people
were dumbfounded, as the saint expelled the devils from them by his prayers.
Seeing the youths restored to normal, the people of Hieropolis asked Saint
Abercius to instruct them in the Christian Faith, and then they accepted Holy
Baptism.

After this the saint went to the surrounding cities and villages, healing the sick
and preaching the Kingdom of God. With his preaching he made the rounds of
Syria, Cilicia, Mesopotamia, he visited Rome and everywhere he converted
multitudes of people to Christ. For many years he guarded the Church against
heretics, he confirmed Christians in the Faith, he set the prodigal upon the
righteous path, he healed the sick and proclaimed the glory of Christ. Because of
his great works, Saint Abercius is termed “Equal of the Apostles.”

Saint Abercius returned home to Hieropolis, where he soon rested from his
labors. After his death, many miracles took place at his tomb. He wrote his own
epitaph, and it was carved on his tombstone, which is now in the Lateran
Museum.

Parish Treasury Report

2023 September 2023 YTD
Income: $22,190.12 $192,402.04
Expense: $12,623.77 $192,243.71

10/6/2023 Checkbook: $57,668.42 Mortgage: $18,768.98
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FIND TRANSFORMATION IN JESUS CHRIST
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?7 ur’ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
p \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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