WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, September 379, 2023

Tone 4/Eothinon 2 — Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost & Thirteenth
Sunday of Matthew

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 4: Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the
angel the women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke
the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great
Mercy.

Apolytikion for St. Anthimos Tone 1: O godly-minded Anthimos, as a staunch defender of thy flock,
thou eagerly sheddest thy blood for its protection. Unbending and wholly unafraid of all thine adversaries'
fearful threats, thou rejoicest now in Heaven, standing before the throne of the Three-Sun Godhead. Glory
to Christ Who hath given thee strength. Glory to thy manly bravery. Glory to thy patient endurance in
martyrdom.

Apolytikion for St. Theoktistos Tone 8: The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams
of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold.
Accordingly, thou hast become a star for the universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous
Father Theoktistos, intercede with Christ God to save our souls.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock, as a rule of
faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won the heights by humility,
riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be
saved.

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos Tone 4: By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and
Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the
corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from the stain of iniquity, crying unto
thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
O Lord, how marvelous are Thy works. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!

The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 16:13-24
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, and be strong. Let all
that you do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the household of
Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to
the service of the saints; | urge you to be subject to such men and to every fellow
worker and laborer. | rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and
Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence; for they refreshed my spirit
as well as yours. Give recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings.
Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings
in the Lord. All the brethren send greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. I,
Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. If anyone has no love for the Lord, let
him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My
love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 21:33-42
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and
set a hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to
tenants, and went into another country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent
his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the
first; and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And
they took him and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you
never read in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone which the builders rejected has become
the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?’”




Great Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos - September 8
The Holy Virgin Mary was born of aged parents, Joachim and Anna. Her
father was of the lineage of David, and her mother of the lineage of Aaron.
Thus, she was of royal birth by her father and of priestly birth by her
mother. In this, she foreshadowed Him Who would be born of her as King
and High Priest. Her parents were quite old and had no children. Because
of this they were ashamed before men and humble before God. In their
humility they prayed to God with tears, to bring them joy in their old age
by giving them a child, as He had once given joy to the aged Abraham and
his wife Sarah by giving them Isaac.

The Almighty and All-seeing God rewarded them with a joy that
surpassed all their expectations and all their most beautiful dreams; for
He gave them not just a daughter, but the Mother of God. She was Mary,
full of grace, blessed among women, the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the
Altar of the Living God, the Table of the Heavenly Bread, the Ark of God’s
Holiness, the Tree of the Sweetest Fruit, the Glory of the race of man, the
Praise of womanhood, and the Fount of virginity and purity.

Through the intercessions of Thy Mother, O Christ God, have mercy upon
us. Amen.

Parish Treasury Report

2023 July 2023 YTD
Income: $22,699.22 $151,646.93
Expense: $20,818.77 $149,246.76

8/7/2023 Checkbook: $56,597.60 Mortgage: $29,749.95
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7 ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
p \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of

the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.

i W/




