WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, July 9th 2023

Tone 4/Eothinon 5 — Fifth Sunday after Pentecost & Fifth Sunday of
Matthew

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 4: Having learned the joyful message of the
Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death
hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore
you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop
Nicholas intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to
shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices
of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who
in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication,
thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
How great are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans 10:1-10
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that it may be saved. |
bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. For, being
ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their
own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law,
that everyone who has faith may be justified. Moses writes that the man who
practices the righteousness which is based on the law shall live by it. But the
righteousness based on faith says: Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into
Heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the abyss?” (that
is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? The word is near you, on
your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith which we preach); because, if
you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so
is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved.

W/

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 8:28-9:1

At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met
Him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. And behold,
they cried out, “What have we to do to Thee, O Son of God? Art Thou come here
to torment us before the time?” Now a herd of many swine was feeding at some
distance from them. And the demons begged Him, “If Thou castest us out, send us
away into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they came out and
went into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the
sea, and perished in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told
everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all the city came
out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their
neighborhood. And getting into a boat He crossed over and came to His own city.




Hieromartyr Pancratius, Bishop of Taormina in Sicily

The Hieromartyr Pancratius, Bishop of Taormina, was born when our Lord Jesus Christ
lived upon the earth. The parents of Pancratius were natives of Antioch. Hearing the
good news of Jesus Christ, Pancratius’ father took his young son with him and went to
Jerusalem in order to see the great Teacher for himself. The miracles astonished him, and
when he heard the divine teaching, he then believed in Christ as the Son of God. He
became close with the disciples of the Lord, especially with the holy Apostle Peter. It was
during this period that young Pancratius got to know the holy Apostle Peter.

After the Ascension of the Savior, one of the Apostles came to Antioch and baptized the
parents of Pancratius together with all their household. When the parents of Pancratius
died, he left behind his inherited possessions and went to Pontus and began to live in a
cave, spendng his days in prayer and deep spiritual contemplation. The holy Apostle
Peter, while passing through those parts, visited Pancratius at Pontus. He took him along
to Antioch, and then to Sicily, where the holy Apostle Paul then was. There the holy
Apostles Peter and Paul made Saint Pancratius Bishop of Taormina in Sicily.

Saint Pancratius governed his flock peacefully for many years. However, pagans plotted
against the saint, and seizing an appropriate moment, they fell upon him and stoned
him. Thus, Saint Pancratius ended his life as a martyr.

Parish Treasury Report

2023 May 2023 YTD
Income: $23,423.09 $110,034.81
Expense: $24,170.54 $108,442.25

6/5/2023 Checkbook: $57,822.82 Mortgage: $36,538.59
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A parish in the Diocese of Miami and the Southeast within the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America
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SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

@@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 ! you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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