WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, April 2379, 2023

New Sunday or Anti-Pascha — Sunday of Thomas the Apostle & Great-
Martyr George the Trophy-Bearer

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Apolytikion for Thomas Sunday Tone 7: While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth
from it, O Life. While the doors were closed, Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ
God, Resurrection of all, renewing in us through them an upright spirit, according to the
greatness of Thy mercy.

Apolytikion of St. George Tone 4: Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help
and support of the poor and needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for
kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the
salvation of our souls.

Kontakion of Pascha Tone 8: O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb,
Thou didst destroy the power of Hades; and Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou
hast said to the ointment-bearing women: Rejoice! And Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples,
O Bestower of Resurrection to those Who had fallen.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos eleison imas.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

The Epistle
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. Hear my voice, O God.
The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11

In those days, Herod the king laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. He
killed James the brother of John with the sword; and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread. And when he
had seized him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to guard
him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison;
but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the Church. The very night when Herod was
about to bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and
sentries before the door were guarding the prison; and behold, an angel of the Lord appeared,
and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up
quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And the angel said to him, “Wrap your mantle
around you and follow me.” And he went out and followed him; he did not know that what
was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they had passed
the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened to
them of its own accord, and they went out and passed on through one street; and immediately
the angel left him. And Peter came to himself, and said, “Now | am sure that the Lord has
sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people
were expecting.”

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John 20:19-31

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the Disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the
Disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on
them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of the Twelve,
called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other Disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and
place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, I will not believe.”
Eight days later, His Disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors
were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, “Peace be with you.” Then He
said to Thomas, ‘“Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it
in my side; do not be faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
Disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His Name.




GETTING CLOSE!! - Parish Challenge for POTMEF
Looking for 6 more households to meet this challenge. We need to pay off our
mortgage early and are having a PARISH CHALLENGE to accomplish this goal
— IN NEED OF an additional 6 households to financially contribute $5,000 (two-
year time period from October 2022). To offer your pledge, please discuss with
Tom Salem (479-295-9892), parish treasurer.

NEW UPDATE - As of April 3, 2023, our current mortgage is now down to
$42,500; it was $85,000 when we announced this parish challenge in October; our
parishioners have already contributed over $42,500 as a response to our parish
challenge - many thanks! Your contributions will help retire this debt!

PAY OFF THE
® MORTGAGE EARLY FUND

We currently have 14 households contributing $5,000

each:
Anonymous, Anonymous, Anonymous, Anonymous, Bob & Nancy
Brown, Eric & Elizabeth Carender, Michael & Lindsay Cate, Fr.Paul &
Ramia Fuller, Shawn Guthrie, Casey & Kiersten Hale, Adnan & Paula
Haydar, Todd & Terry Keesee, Philip & Ciera Nelson, Tom & Kate
Salem

PLEASE NOTE: This appeal is in addition to your regular stewardship, which is necessary for the
annual functioning of our parish community!

Parish Treasury Report

2023 March 2023 YTD
Income: $18,852.37 $62,661.63
Expense: $27,560.02 $62,714.21

4/5/2023 Checkbook: $56,734.34 Mortgage: $44,600.42
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FIND TRANSFORMATION IN JESUS CHRIST

AN ORTHODOX COMMUNITY WHERE PEOPLE

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

3171 South 48th Street, Springdale, AR 72762
Mail: PO Box 6522, Springdale, AR 72766

(479) 379-6220 * Please visit us at: StNicholasAR.or$

Like us on Facebook:
Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church (@StNicholasAR)

Parish Priest:
Rev. Fr. Paul Fuller * saintnicholasar@gmail.com

A parish in the Diocese of Miami and the Southeast within the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America

Domse.or$ = Antiochian.org

@@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
B \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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