WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, March 26t", 2023

Fourth Sunday of Great Lent (Sunday of St. John Climacus) & Synaxis of
Archangel Gabriel — Tone 8/Eothinon 8

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 8: From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate
One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion;
Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion for the Archangel Gabriel Tone 4: Supreme Commander of the Hosts of the
Heavens, we, the unworthy, importune and beseech thee that by thy supplications thou
encircle us in the shelter of the wings of thine immaterial glory; guarding us who now fall
down and cry to thee with fervor: Deliver us from dangers of all kinds, as the great marshal
of the heavenly hosts on high.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock, as
a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won
the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas intercede with Christ
our God that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion for Sundays in Great Lent Tone 8: To thee, the Champion Leader, do | offer
thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from terror; but as thou that hast
that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free
me and deliver me, that | may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
The Lord will give strength to His people. The Lord will bless His people with
peace.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews 6:13-20
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater by
whom to swear, He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply
you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men
indeed swear by one greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final
for confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of
the promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, He interposed with an oath.
So that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should
prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize
the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a
hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 9:16-30

At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I
brought my son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it
dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and | asked
Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And Jesus answered them, “O
faithless generation, how long am | to be with you? How long am | to bear with you?
Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus,
immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about,
foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?” And
he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water,
to destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And
Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.”
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe;
help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he
rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you,
come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing
him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said,
“He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And
when Jesus had entered the house, His Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could
we not cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by
anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed through
Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know it; for He was teaching His
Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men,
and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on the third day.”




NEED 7 HOUSEHOLDS - Parish Challenge for POTMEF
Looking for 7 more households to meet this challenge. We need to pay off our
mortgage early and are having a PARISH CHALLENGE to accomplish this goal
— IN NEED OF an additional 7 households to financially contribute $5,000 (two-
year time period). To offer your pledge, please discuss with Tom Salem (479-295-
9892), parish treasurer.

NEW UPDATE - As of March 15, 2023, our current mortgage is now down
to $48,750; it was $85,000 when we announced this parish challenge in October;
our parishioners have already contributed over $35,000 as a response to our parish
challenge - many thanks! Your contributions will help retire this debt!

PAY OFF THE
® MORTGAGE EARLY FUND

We currently have 13 households contributing $5,000

each:

Anonymous, Anonymous, Anonymous, Anonymous, Bob & Nancy
Brown, Eric & Elizabeth Carender, Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller, Shawn
Guthrie, Casey & Kiersten Hale, Adnan & Paula Haydar, Todd & Terry
Keesee, Philip & Ciera Nelson, Tom & Kate Salem

PLEASE NOTE: This appeal is in addition to your regular stewardship, which is necessary for the
annual functioning of our parish community!

Parish Treasury Report

2023 February 2023 YTD
Income: $25,116.80 $43,809.26
Expense: $20,848.90 $35,154.19

3/6/2023 Checkbook: $56,479.59 Mortgage: $49,417.12
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FIND TRANSFORMATION IN JESUS CHRIST

AN ORTHODOX COMMUNITY WHERE PEOPLE

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

3171 South 48th Street, Springdale, AR 72762
Mail: PO Box 6522, Springdale, AR 72766

(479) 379-6220 * Please visit us at: StNicholasAR.or$

Like us on Facebook:
Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church (@StNicholasAR)

Parish Priest:
Rev. Fr. Paul Fuller * saintnicholasar@gmail.com

A parish in the Diocese of Miami and the Southeast within the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America

Domse.or$ = Antiochian.org

7/ ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
p \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of

the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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