WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, December 25th, 2022

The Nativity of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Apolytikion of the Nativity of Christ Tone 4: Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,
hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that worshipped the
stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know that from
the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.

Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ Tone 3: On this day the Virgin beareth the
Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth doth offer a small cave;
Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the Magi travel upon
their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before the ages
as God.

The Anti-Trisagion Hymn:

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (x3)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; Both now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Have put on Christ. Alleluia.

Priest: Dynamis!

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.

The Epistle
Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. Shout with joy to God, all the
earth.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians 4:4-7
Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the Law, to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Therefore, you are no longer a slave
but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 2:1-12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has
been born king of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East, and have come
to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judea, are by no means least among the rulers of Judea; for from you shall come a
ruler who will govern My people Israel.”” Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found
Him bring me word, that | too may come and worship Him.” When they had heard
the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went
before them, until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they
saw the child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.




UPDATE - Parish Challenge for POTMEF (11 Households)

We are asking you to renew your efforts to help us pay off our mortgage early and offering a
PARISH CHALLENGE to accomplish our goal — IN NEED OF 20 households to financially
contribute $5,000 (two-year time period). Our current mortgage is $80,000; your contribution will
help us retire this debt! To offer your pledge, please discuss with Tom Salem (479-295-9892),
parish treasurer.

Thus far, we have 11 out of the needed 20 HOUSEHOLDS pledging $5,000 EACH.
We currently have 10 households contributing $5,000 each: Anonymous, Anonymous,
Anonymous, Anonymous, Bob & Nancy Brown, Fr. Paul & Ramia Fuller, Shawn

Guthrie, Adnan & Paula Haydar, Todd & Terry Keesee, Philip & Ciera Nelson, Tom &
Kate Salem.

PLEASE NOTE: This appeal is in addition to your regular stewardship, which is necessary for the
annual functioning of our parish community!

Parish Treasury Report

2022 November 2022 YTD
Income: $26,266.38 $225,493.69
Expense: $34,749.11 $223,203.08

12/5/2022 Checkbook: $59,835.13 Mortgage: $69,724.67
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@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to

proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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