The Epistle
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Clap your hands, all ye nations.
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 15:1-11

Sunday, September 4th, 2022

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost & Twelfth Sunday of Matthew – Tone
3/Eothinon 1

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 3: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the
Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and
become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting
the world the Great Mercy.
Apolytikion of St. Babylas of Antioch Tone 4: By choosing the Apostles’ way of life, thou
hast succeeded to their throne. Inspired by God, thou didst find the way to divine
contemplation through the practice of virtue. After teaching the Word of Truth without error,
thou didst defend the Faith to the very shedding of thy blood, O Hieromartyr Babylas. Entreat
the Lord our God to save our souls.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock, as
a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won
the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas intercede with Christ
our God so that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos Tone 4: By thy holy nativity, O pure one,
Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were
delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from the
stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who
nourisheth our life.
The Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios o Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. Dynamis!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Brethren, I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the Gospel, which you received,
in which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain.
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He rose on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as
to one untimely born, He appeared also to me. For I am the least of the Apostles, unfit to be
called an Apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what
I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of
them, though it was not I, but the grace of God, which is with me. Whether then it was I or
they, so we preach and so you believed.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 19:16-26
At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what good
deed must I do, to have eternal life?” And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No
one is good but One, that is, God. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said
to Him, “Which?” And Jesus said, “You shall not kill, you shall not commit adultery, you
shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness, honor your father and mother, and you shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to Him, “All these I have observed;
what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the
young man heard this, he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. And Jesus said
to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this they were greatly
astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to them,
“With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Today’s Commemoration: Hieromartyr Babylas, Bishop of Antioch
The Hieromartyr Babylas and with him the three youths Urban, Prilidian, Epolonius and their
mother Christodoula died as martyrs under the emperor Decius (249-251). During his stay in their
city of Antioch, the emperor arranged for a large festival in honor of the pagan gods. At the same
time, Babylas, the holy and God-fearing Bishop of Antioch, was serving the Divine Liturgy in
church. He prayed for his flock and taught them to endure all tribulations for Christ with courage.
The idolater Decius, curious to witness the Divine Mysteries, decided to enter the church.
News of this reached the bishop, so he went out to meet Decius and blocked the path to the
church, for he was unwilling to permit impiety in the temple of God. When the emperor
approached the church doors, Saint Babylas refused to let him enter, so the emperor had to
abandon his intention. He wanted to take revenge on the saint right away, but when he saw the
large throng of Christians, he feared they might riot. The next day the angry emperor ordered that
the church be set on fire, and for Bishop Babylas to be brought before him. When asked why he
had insulted the imperial dignity by not allowing the emperor to enter the church, the holy bishop
answered, “Anyone who would rise up against God and want to desecrate His sanctuary, is not
worthy of respect, but has become the enemy of the Lord.”
At the trial with Bishop Babylas were three young brothers, who did not forsake him even in this
most difficult moment. Seeing them, the emperor asked, “Who are these children?” “These are my
spiritual children,” the saint replied, “and I have raised them in piety, I have given them an
education, cultivated them with guidance, and here before you in a small body are these great
young men and perfect Christians.”
Then he commanded all the martyrs be tied to a tree and burned with fire. Seeing the stoic bravery
of the saints, the emperor finally condemned them to be beheaded with the sword.
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