The Epistle
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Unto Thee will I cry, O my
God.
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 4:6-15

Sunday, September 25th, 2022

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost & First Sunday of Luke – Tone
6/Eothinon 4

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 6: When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred
body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard
became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet
the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord,
glory to Thee.
Apolytikion of St. Euphrosyne Tone 8: Through thee, the divine likeness was securely
preserved, O mother Euphrosyne; for thou didst carry the cross and follow Christ. By example
and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the body, because it is perishable, and to attend to
the concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, doth thy soul rejoice with the angels.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock, as
a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won
the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas intercede with Christ
our God so that our souls may be saved.
Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame,
mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who
have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee:
Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O
Theotokos, them that honor thee.
The Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios o Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. Dynamis!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Brethren, seeing that it is the God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, the
same also shone in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness
of power is from God, and not from us. We are pressed on every way, yet not distressed; we
are perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; smitten down, but not
destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus
may also be manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’
sake, that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our mortal flesh. So, then, death is
working in us, but life in you. But having in us the same spirit of faith, according to that which
is written, “I believed, and therefore I spoke,” we also believe, and therefore we also speak,
knowing that the One who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up through Jesus, and
will make us stand together with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the grace, which
is multiplied through the thanksgiving of many, may abound to the glory of God.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 5:1-11
At that time, Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And He saw two boats by the
lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one
of the boats, which was Simon’s, Jesus asked him to put out a little from the land. And He
sat down and taught the people from the boat. And when Jesus had finished speaking, He
said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon
answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at Thy word I will let down the
nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were
breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they
came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he
fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he
was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish, which they had taken; and so
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said
to Simon, “Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had
brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.

Today’s Commemoration: Venerable Euphrosyne of Alexandria
Our venerable Mother Euphrosyne was born at the beginning of the fifth century in the city of
Alexandria. She was the only child of illustrious and wealthy parents. When she was twelve years
old, her mother reposed, and so the girl was raised by her Father, Paphnutios, who was a very
devout Christian. He was in the habit of visiting a certain monastery, where the Igoumen was his
Spiritual Father.
When Euphrosyne turned eighteen, her father wanted her to marry. He went to the monastery to
obtain the Igoumen's blessing for his daughter's wedding, but Saint Euphrosyne longed for the
monastic life. One day, she gave away her possessions to the poor, and then she snuck out of the
house.
The Saint had decided to enter a monastery in order to spend her life in solitude and prayer, but
she was afraid that her father was apt to find her in a women’s monastery. Therefore, she
disguised herself as a man and entered the same men's monastery which she had visited with her
father from her childhood, calling herself Smaragdos.
Paphnutios was deeply saddened by the loss of his beloved daughter; more than once, on the
advice of his Spiritual Father, he spoke to the "monk" Smaragdos, disclosing his grief and
receiving spiritual comfort. Before her death, Saint Euphrosyne revealed her secret to her grieving
parent and insisted that no one but he should prepare her body for burial. After he buried his
daughter, Paphnutios distributed all his wealth to the poor and to the monastery, and then he was
tonsured. For ten years, until the time of his own repose, he labored in his daughter's cell.
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