Sunday, August 28th, 2022

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost & Eleventh Sunday of Matthew – Tone
2/Eothinon 11

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 2: When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou
deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when
Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto
Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
Apolytikion of St. Moses the Ethiopian Tone 1: Thou didst prove to be a citizen of the
desert, an angel in the flesh, and a wonderworker, O Moses, our God-bearing Father. By
fasting, vigil, and prayer thou didst obtain heavenly gifts, and thou healest the sick and the
souls of them that have recourse to thee with faith. Glory to Him that hath given thee strength.
Glory to Him that hath crowned thee. Glory to Him that worketh healings for all through thee.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock, as
a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won
the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas intercede with Christ
our God so that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos Tone 4: By thy holy nativity, O pure one,
Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were
delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from the
stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who
nourisheth our life.
The Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios o Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. Dynamis!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me severely.
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 9:2-12
Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those
who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not
have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of
the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from
working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a
vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock without getting some of
the milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it
is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out
the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our
sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the
thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among
you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful
claim upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this
right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel
of Christ.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 18:23-25
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one
was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his
lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and
payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him the lord
of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii;
and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell
down and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused
and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said
to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me;
and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’
And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So
also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”

Today’s Commemoration: St. Moses the Ethiopian
Saint Moses lived in Egypt during the fourth century. He was an Ethiopian, and since he was black
of skin he was called “Murin” (meaning “like an Ethiopian”). In his youth he was the slave of an
important man, but after he committed a murder, his master banished him, and he joined a band of
robbers. Moses the brigand spent several years leading a sinful life, but through the great mercy of
God he repented, left his band of robbers and went to one of the desert monasteries. Here he wept
for a long time, begging to be admitted as one of the brethren. The monks were not convinced of
the sincerity of his repentance, but the former robber would neither be driven away nor silenced.
He continued to implore that they accept him.
Saint Moses was completely obedient to the hegumen and the brethren, and he poured forth many
tears of sorrow for his sinful life. After a certain while Saint Moses withdrew to a solitary cell,
where he spent his time in prayer and the strictest fasting.
After many years of monastic exploits, Saint Moses was ordained deacon. The bishop clothed him
in white vestments and said, “Now Abba Moses is entirely white!” The saint replied, “Only
outwardly, for God knows that I am still dark within.”
When the saint reached the age of 75, he warned his monks that soon brigands would descend
upon the skete and murder all those who remained there. The saint blessed his monks to leave, in
order to avoid violent death. His disciples begged the saint to leave with them, but he replied: “For
many years now, I have awaited the time when the words spoken by my Master, the Lord Jesus
Christ, should be fulfilled: ‘All who take up the sword, shall perish by the sword’” (Matt. 26: 52).
After this, seven of the brethren remained with Saint Moses, and one of them hid nearby during
the attack of the robbers. The robbers killed Saint Moses and the six monks who remained with
him. Their death occurred about the year 400.
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