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Sunday, August 14th 2022

Transfer of the Feast of the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos — Tone
8/Eothinon 9

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 8: From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate
One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion;
Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Dormition Tone 1: In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and
preserve virginity; and in thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast
translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our
souls from death.

Kontakion of the Dormition Tone 2: Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in
intercessions, and whose prayers are never rejected, neither tomb nor death could control. But
since she is the Mother of Life, He Who dwelt in her ever-virgin womb did translate her to
life.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios 0 Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For
He hath regarded the humility of His servant.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Philippians 2:5-11
Brethren, let this mind be in you, which is also in Christ Jesus; who, being in the
form of God, did not think it robbery to be equal with God, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a slave, becoming Himself in the likeness of men; and being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even the
death of the Cross. For this cause also God highly exalted Him, and gave Him a
Name which is above every name; that in the Name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those who are in heaven, and those who are on earth, and those who are under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28

At that time, Jesus entered a certain village; and a woman named Martha received
Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to His teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving; and she went
to Him and said, “Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone?
Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful. Mary has chosen the
good portion, which shall not be taken away from her.” As He said this, a woman in
the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore Thee,
and the breasts that Thou didst suck!” But He said, “Blessed rather are those who
hear the word of God and keep it!”




Today’s Commemoration: The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos
The main source of the narrative of the feast of the Dormition is based on the oral and written
Tradition of the church, which include: the writings of Saints Dionysios the Areopagite, John
the Damascene and Andrew of Crete; the hymnography and iconography of the Church, in
addition to an apocryphal narrative of the feast by Saint John the Theologian. According to the
Orthodox Tradition, the Virgin Mary lived after Pentecost in the house of the Apostle John in
Jerusalem. As the Mother of the Lord, she became the source of encouragement and help for the
Apostles and all Christians.

Three days before her death, the Archangel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary and revealed to
her the date of her departure into eternal life. Immediately, the Theotokos returned to her home
and prepared herself for this event through fasting and prayer. On the day of her repose, even
though the apostles were scattered throughout the world, they were miraculously transported to be
at her side. Exceptionally, the Apostle Thomas did not arrive on time to bid his final farewell to
the Theotokos.

While the Apostles were singing hymns in honor of the Mother of God, they saw a vision showing
Christ, accompanied by Angels and Saints, coming to escort the soul of His Most Holy Mother
into heaven. With songs of praises, the Apostles carried the body of the most pure Theotokos to
the grave in Gethsemane to be buried near her parents.

At Gethsemane, the disciples gathered and remained around her tomb and kept a vigil for three
days. On the Third day, the Apostle Thomas arrived and asked to view for the last time the Most
Holy Mother of God. When the Apostles opened the grave of the Theotokos, her body was not
there. The Apostles realized then that she was taken into heaven in the body to be reunited with
her soul.

Parish Treasury Report

2022 July 2022 YTD
Income: $13,334.22 $131,813.70
Expense: $18,434.50 $126,570.37

8/5/2022 Checkbook: $59,074.18 Mortgage: $88,534.55
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@@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
B \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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