WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS
ORTHODOX CHURCH

Sunday, July 10t", 2022

Holy Hieromartyr Joseph of Damascus & Fourth Sunday of Matthew —
Tone 3/Eothinon 4

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 3: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the
Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and
become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting
the world the Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of St. Joseph of Damascus Tone 5: Come, ye faithful, let us honor the martyr
of Christ, a priest of the Church of Antioch; who by the word of the Word, and by his blood
and the blood of his companions, baptized the land of Syria, its Church and its people. Being
immersed in the light of the Gospel from his youth, he worked and taught and defended the
Church of Christ and her flock. O Father Joseph of Damascus, be for us an example, defending
us and interceding for us fervently before the Savior.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock as
a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore you have won
the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas intercede with Christ
our God that our souls may be saved.

Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame,
mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who
have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee:
Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O
Theotokos, them that honor thee.

The Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios o Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. Dynamis!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

The Epistle
The saints shall boast in glory, and they shall rejoice upon their beds. Sing unto
the Lord a new song; His praise is in the church of the saints.

The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy 2:1-10
Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have
heard from me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to
teach others also. Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on
service gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to satisfy the one who
enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.
It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think
over what | say, for the Lord will grant you understanding in everything. Remember
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, as preached in my gospel,
the gospel for which | am suffering and wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word
of God is not fettered. Therefore, | endure everything for the sake of the elect, that
they also may obtain salvation in Christ Jesus with its eternal glory.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 8:5-13

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him,
beseeching Him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible
distress.” And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the centurion
answered Him, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only
say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I am a man under authority, with
soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and
he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” When Jesus heard him, He
marveled, and said to those who followed him, “Truly, | say to you, not even in
Israel have | found such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit
at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, while the sons
of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and
gnash their teeth.” And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you as you
have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.




Today’s Commemoration: Holy Hieromartyr Joseph of Damascus
On the tenth of this month we commemorate the Holy Hieromartyr Yousef ibn Jirjis Mousa ibn
Mouhana al-Haddad and his Companions. A married man, St. Joseph of Damascus, as he is popularly
known, was at first a weaver and then was ordained to the holy priesthood at the age of twenty-four in
1817, and assigned Great Economos of the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Dormition of the Most Holy
Theotokos (al-Mariamiyeh) in the heart of the Old City of Damascus. On Monday, July 9th, 1860 the
brutal massacre of Christians, which began in the mountains of Lebanon, spread to Damascus. Some
Damascenes (including Michael Hawaweeny and his young wife Mariam who was bearing in her womb
a son who would be the future St. Raphael of Brooklyn) fled Damascus for the port city of Beirut. The
majority, however, took refuge in al-Mariamiyeh. Many had previously fled to Damascus from their
mountain villages, while others came to the Cathedral from the Christian Quarter of Damascus and the
villages that surrounded the city.

St. Joseph took up his communion kit containing the Reserved Sacrament, left his home and began to
make his way to the Cathedral by jumping from rooftop to rooftop across the narrow streets of the Old
City. As he went, he stopped to confess and commune the aged and infirm who could not flee their
homes, encouraging them with stories from the Lives of the Great Martyrs. On Tuesday morning July
10th, the Cathedral was surrounded, pillaged and burned by a fanatical crowd. Those inside the holy
temple perished in the flames; of those who escaped and fled into the streets, most were shot or caught
and forced back into the burning building, while only a few, including St. Joseph, survived.

As he roamed the narrow streets searching for survivors who needed confessed and communed, St.
Joseph was surrounded by the enemies of Christ. Seeing that his end was near, St. Joseph took out his
communion kit and consumed what remained of the Body and Blood of Christ. Recognizing him as the
"leader of the Christians," the persecutors savagely attacked him with axes. Then, binding his legs with
ropes, they dragged his mutilated body through the streets to be mocked and spat upon by jeering
onlookers. St. Joseph's sacred relics were then unceremoniously pitched into the city dump along with
those of the other New Martyrs (numbering two thousand five hundred men plus women and children).

Parish Treasury Report
2022 June 2022 YTD
Income: $14,452.17 $118,479.48
Expense: $17,070.13 $108,131.87

7/5/2022 Checkbook: $65,171.73 Mortgage: $90,018.63
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7 ﬁelcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
p \ you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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