The Epistle
Make your vows to the Lord our God and perform them. God is known in Judah;
His Name is great in Israel
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 6:16, 7:1

Sunday, February 6th, 2022
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost & Seventeenth Sunday of Matthew –
Tone 8/Eothinon 11

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 8: From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate
One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion;
Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
Apolytikion of the Presentation of Christ Tone 1: Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of
grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our God, lighting those who are in
darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our
souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.
Apolytikion for St. Julian of Homs Tone 3: O holy passion-bearer and healing physician
Julian, intercede with the merciful God that He grant unto our souls forgiveness of sins.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your flock. As
a rule of faith a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you have won
the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ
our God, that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ Tone 1: O Christ God, Thou hast sanctified the
Virgin’s womb by Thy birth, and as was meet, hast blessed the hands of Simeon. Thou hast
also come to us to save us. Do Thou, when wars prevail, give peace to Thy people and make
mighty those whom Thou hast loved, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Dynamis!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

Brethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and move
among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Therefore, come out from
them, and be separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch nothing unclean; then I will
welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters,” says
the Lord Almighty. Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 15:21-28
At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and cried, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter
is severely possessed by a demon.” But He did not answer her one word. And His disciples
came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying after us.” He answered, “I
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before Him,
saying, “Lord, help me.” And He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for
you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

St. Ellien ( Julian) of Homs
On February 6th each year we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Ellien of Homs, Syria. St. Ellien
accepted the Christian faith even though his father and family were not Christians. Because of this,
he and his family were at odds with one another.
He heard the Gospel of our Lord concerning the parable of talents and decided to use his talents to
benefit others. Saint Ellien is described by his biographers in this way: “Having set his hopes in
Jesus Christ, he was not tempted by the glory of this ephemeral world. He prayed day and night,
practiced fasting, visited prisoners and comforted them. He gave out large alms of what remained
in excess in his father’s house. Ellien studied and practiced medicine skillfully. He strived to cure
the diseases of both the body and soul. He cured sick people by Christ’s grace and the faith of the
Apostles, while preaching God’s Word and urging them to follow the path of virtue. ‘It is not’, he
says, ‘with medicines that you will be cured of your illness nor thanks to your idols which drive to
perdition all those who kneel before them, but by the power of Jesus Christ’s name who has been
crucified by the Jews under Pontius Pilate in Jerusalem, who has been buried and resuscitated on
the third day.’”
St. Ellien suffered through many hardships. He suffered imprisonment and tortures, all along
preaching and healing those who were sick. Finally he was put to death at the hands of his own
father who had twelve long nails driven into his head. Later, a church dedicated to St. Ellien was
built on the spot of the cave where he died, and his body was put in a marble coffin. Many
miracles attributed to St. Ellien’s intercessions occurred after his death and they continue to occur
to this day.
There are only two churches dedicated to this great saint: the original church of St. Elian in Homs,
Syria, and the church of St. Ellien in Brownsville, PA. St. Ellien is often also referred to as St.
Julian of Homs.
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