The Epistle
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 6:12-20

Sunday, February 20th, 2022
Sunday of the Prodigal Son – Tone 2/Eothinon 2

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 2: When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death,
O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly
power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of
Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful
for me, but I will not be brought under the authority of anything. Foods are for the belly, and
the belly for foods; but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication,
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body; and God both raised up the Lord and will also
raise us up through His power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I therefore take away the members of Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God
forbid! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For, “The
two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Flee
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body, but whoever commits
fornication sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have received from God, and that you are not your own?
For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which
are God’s.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 18:10-14

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock. As a rule of faith a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore,
you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop
Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God, that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion for the Prodigal Son Tone 3: Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great
fatherly glory and dispersed in wicked deeds the riches that Thou didst give me.
With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O
compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy hired
servants, O Lord.
Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Dynamis!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’ And he divided his
living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he
had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he
went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave
him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father,
and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came
to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it and let us eat and make merry; for this
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make
merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and
I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make merry with
my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you
killed for him the fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and
is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
The Sunday after the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the Sunday of the
Prodigal Son. This parable of God’s forgiveness calls us to “come to ourselves” as did
the prodigal son, to see ourselves as being “in a far country” far from the Father’s house,
and to make the journey of return to God. We are given every assurance by the Master
that our heavenly Father will receive us with joy and gladness. We must only “arise and
go,” confessing our self-inflicted and sinful separation from that “home” where we truly
belong (Luke 15:11-24).
Finally, this parable offers us insight into the world in which we live. It is a world where
the activities of people are disconnected and not ordered toward the fulfillment of God’s
divine purpose for life. It is a world of incoherent pursuits, of illusory strivings, of
craving for foods and drinks that do not satisfy, a world where nothing ultimately makes
sense, and a world engulfed in untruth, deceit and sin. It is the exact opposite of the
world as created by God and potentially recreated by his Son and Spirit. There is no cure
for the evils of our age unless we return to God. The world in which we live is not a
normal world, but a wasteland. This is why in the Slavic tradition of the Orthodox
Church the reading of Psalm 137 is added to the Matins service for this and the
following two Sundays. This nostalgic lament of the Hebrew exiles states: "By the
streams of Babylon we sat and wept as we remembered Zion. On the willows we hung
our harps, for how could we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land” (Psalm 137).
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