The Epistle

Sunday, February 13th, 2022
Triodion Begins: Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee – Tone 1 / Eothinon
1

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 1: While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and
the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O
Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud
unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock. As a rule of faith a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore,
you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop
Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God, that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion for the Publican and Pharisee Tone 4: Let us flee the Pharisee’s
conceited vaunting; let us learn the Publican’s humility, and cry with groans unto
the Savior: Thou Who alone art swiftly reconciled, be gracious unto us.
Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Dynamis!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. God is known in Judea; His
Name is great in Israel.
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy 3:10-15
My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, love, patience, persecutions, sufferings, what things befell me at
Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I endured! And out of them
all the Lord delivered me. Indeed all who would live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
be persecuted. But people who are wicked and deceivers will proceed from worse to
worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in the things which
you have learned and have been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned
them, and how from infancy you have known the sacred temple writings which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 18:10-14
The Lord spoke this parable: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like other men, extortionists, unjust,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that
I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you; this
man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee (Beginning of the Lenten
Triodion)
The Sunday after the Sunday of Zacchaeus is devoted to the Publican and the Pharisee.
At Vespers the night before, the Triodion (the liturgical book used in the services of
Great Lent) begins.
Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee who scrupulously observed
the requirements of religion: he prayed, fasted, and contributed money to the Temple.
These are very good things and should be imitated by anyone who loves God. We who
may not fulfill these requirements as well as the Pharisee did should not feel entitled to
criticize him for being faithful. His sin was in looking down on the Publican and feeling
justified because of his external religious observances. The second man was a Publican,
a tax-collector who was despised by the people. He, however, displayed humility, and
this humility justified him before God (Luke 18:14).
The lesson to be learned is that we possess neither the Pharisee’s religious piety, nor the
Publican’s repentance, through which we can be saved. We are called to see ourselves as
we really are in the light of Christ’s teaching, asking Him to be merciful to us, deliver us
from sin, and to lead us on the path of salvation.
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