The Epistle

Sunday, January 9th, 2022
Sunday after the Theophany of Christ – Tone 4 / Eothinon 7

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians 4:7-13
Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
Therefore, it is said, “When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He
gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that He had
also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is He who also
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And His gifts were
that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 4: Having learned the joyful message of the
Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death
hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.
Apolytikion of the Theophany of Christ Tone 1: When Thou, O Lord, wast
baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the voice of
the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the
likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast
appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock. As a rule of faith a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore,
you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop
Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God, that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of the Theophany of Christ Tone 4: On this day Thou hast
appeared unto the whole world, and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, is signed on us
who sing Thy praise and chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, Thou hast
appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable.
Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen.
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
Dynamis!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 4:12-17
At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee;
and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulon and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great
light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven
is at hand.”

Today We Commemorate Martyr Polyeuktos of Melitene in Armenia
Saint Polyeuktos was the first to be martyred for Christ in the Armenian city of Melitene. He was
a soldier during the reign of Emperor Decius (249-251), and he later suffered martyrdom in the
reign of Valerian (253-259). He was a friend of Néarkhos a fellow-soldier and a firm Christian.
Polyeuktos, however, although he led a virtuous life, he remained a pagan.
When the persecution against Christians began, Néarkhos said to Polyeuktos, “Friend, soon we
shall be separated, for they will take me to torture, and you, alas, will renounce your friendship
with me.” Polyeuktos told him that he had seen Christ in a dream. The Savior took his soiled
military cloak from him and dressed him in a radiant garment. “Now,” he said, “I am prepared to
serve the Lord Jesus Christ.” Enflamed with zeal, Saint Polyeuktos went to the city square, and
tore up the edict of Decius which required everyone to worship the idols. A few moments later, he
met a procession carrying twelve idols through the streets of the city. Dashing the idols to the
ground, he trampled them underfoot.
His father-in-law, the magistrate Felix, who was responsible for enforcing the imperial edict, was
horrified at what Saint Polyeuktos had done and advised him to obey the imperial edict.
Polyeuktos told him that we must obey God rather than men. Felix declared that Polyeuktos must
die for this. Bowing his head beneath the executioner's sword, he was baptized in his own blood.
In the reign of Saint Constantine the Great, when the Church of Christ had triumphed throughout
the Roman Empire, a church was built at Melitene in honor of Saint Polyeuktos.
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