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Sunday, December 12", 202t

Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ & Spyridon, Bishop of
Trimythous, the Wonderworker — Tone 8/Eothinon 3

Today’s Hymns and Readings

Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 8: From the heights Thou didst descend, O
compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver
us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Forefathers Tone 2: Thou hast justified by faith the ancient
Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church
of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth
anoble fruit, and it was she who gave birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings,
O Christ God, save our souls.

Apolytikion of St. Spyridon Tone 1: Thou wast shown forth as a champion of the First
Council and a wonderworker, O Spyridon, our God-bearing Father. Wherefore, thou didst
speak unto one dead in the grave, and didst change a serpent to gold. And while chanting thy
holy prayers, thou hadst Angels serving with thee, O most sacred one. Glory to Him that hath
glorified thee. Glory to Him that hath crowned thee. Glory to Him that worketh healings for
all through thee.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock. As a rule of faith, a model of meekness, and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you
have won the heights by humility. Riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede
with Christ our God, that our souls may be saved.

Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

The Epistle
(For St. Spyridon)
The saints shall boast in glory. Sing unto the Lord a new song.

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians 5:8-19
Brethren, walk as children of light—for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth—proving what is acceptable to the Lord; and have no
communion with the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them; for it is
a shame even to speak of the things which they do in secret. But all things when they
are exposed are made manifest by the light, for everything that is made manifest is
light. Therefore, he says: “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ
will shine upon thee.” See then that you walk circumspectly, not as unwise, but as
wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish,
but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit; speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and chanting in your heart to the Lord.

The Holy Gospel

The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke 14:16-24

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many;
and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been
invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.” But, one by one, they all began to make
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I
pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” So the servant came and reported this
to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to
the streets and lanes of the city and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and
lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still
there is room.” And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and
hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you,
none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” For many are called,
but few are chosen.”




Today We Commemorate St. Spyridon the Wonderworker
Saint Spyridon of Trimythous was born towards the end of the third century on the island of
Cyprus. He was a shepherd and had a wife and children. He used all his substance for the needs of
his neighbors and the homeless, for which the Lord rewarded him with a gift of wonderworking.
He healed those who were incurably sick and cast out demons.

After the death of his wife, during the reign of Constantine the Great (306-337), he was made
Bishop of Trimythous, Cyprus. As a bishop, the saint did not alter his manner of life, but
combined pastoral service with deeds of charity.

All the Lives of the saint speak of the amazing simplicity and the gift of wonderworking granted
him by God. Through a word of the saint the dead were awakened, the elements of nature tamed,
the idols smashed. At one point, a Council had been convened at Alexandria by the Patriarch to
discuss what to do about the idols and pagan temples there. Through the prayers of the Fathers of
the Council all the idols fell down except one, which was very much revered. It was revealed to
the Patriarch in a vision that this idol had to be shattered by Saint Spyridon of Trimythous. Invited
by the Council, the saint set sail on a ship, and at the moment the ship touched shore and the saint
stepped out on land, the idol in Alexandria with all its offerings turned to dust, which then was
reported to the Patriarch and all the bishops.

Saint Spyridon lived his earthly life in righteousness and sanctity, and prayerfully surrendered his
soul to the Lord. His relics repose on the island of Corfu (Kerkyra), in a church named after him
(His right hand, however, is located in Rome).

Parish Treasury Report

2021 November 2021 YTD
Income: $16,083.76 $173,859.02
Expense: $16,322.54 $168,400.03

12/6/2021 Checkbook: $47,101.27 Mortgage: $109,646.34
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¢ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have

E you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to

proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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