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Sunday, December 5", 2021
Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker — Tone 7/Eothinon 2

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 7: Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou
didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing
women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast
risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore
you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop
Nicholas, interceded with Christ our God, that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of Preparation of Christ’s Nativity Tone 3: The virgin cometh today
to the cave to give birth, ineffably to bring forth the Word eternal. Therefore, rejoice,
O earth at the message with the angels and shepherds give glory to Him who shall
appear by His own will as a young child, He who is from eternity God.

Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut
urhamna.

Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

The Epistle

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. What shall | render to
the Lord for all that He has given me?

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews 13:17-21
Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over
your souls, as men who will have to give account. Let them do this joyfully, and not
sadly, for that would be of no advantage to you. Pray for us, for we are sure that we
have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. I urge you the more
earnestly to do this in order that | may be restored to you the sooner. Now may the
God of peace Who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good
that you may do His will, working in you that which is pleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Holy Gospel

The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke 13:10-17

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there
was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over
and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and
said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands
upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. But the ruler
of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the
people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days
and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You
hypocrite! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the
manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the
Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the
people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him.




Today We Commemorate St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
After his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas remained a great ascetic, appearing to his
flock as an image of gentleness, kindness, and love for people. This was particularly precious for
the Lycian Church during the persecution of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305).
Bishop Nicholas, locked up in prison together with other Christians for refusing to worship idols,
sustained them and exhorted them to endure the fetters, punishment and torture. The Lord
preserved him unharmed. Upon the accession of Saint Constantine (May 21) as emperor, Saint
Nicholas was restored to his flock, which joyfully received their guide and intercessor.

In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First Ecumenical Council. This Council
proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of Faith, and he stood up against the heretic Arius with the likes of
Saints Sylvester the Bishop of Rome (January 2), Alexander of Alexandria (May 29), Spyridon of
Trimythontos (December 12) and other Fathers of the Council.

There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara, whom Saint Nicholas saved from great sin.
The man had three grown daughters, and in desperation he planned to sell their bodies so they
would have money for food. The saint, learning of the man’s poverty and of his wicked intention,
secretly visited him one night and threw a sack of gold through the window. With the money the
man arranged an honorable marriage for his daughter. Saint Nicholas also provided gold for the
other daughters, thereby saving the family from falling into spiritual destruction. In bestowing
charity, Saint Nicholas always strove to do this secretly and to conceal his good deeds.

Saint Nicholas is the patron of travelers, and we pray to him for deliverance from floods, poverty,
or any misfortunes. He has promised to help those who remember his parents, Theophanes and
Nonna.

Parish Treasury Report

2021 October 2021 YTD
Income: $18,627.96 $157,775.26
Expense: $17,869.72 $152,077.49

11/3/2021 Checkbook: $51,796.97 Mortgage: $110,679.11
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?/‘ ¢ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
3 Eyou worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to

proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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