The Epistle

Sunday, October 24th, 2021
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Sixth Sunday of Luke – Tone
1/Eothinon 7

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 1: While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and
the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O
Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud
unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
Apolytikion of St. Arethas (Al-Haarith) & Companions Tone 1: Be Thou
entreated for the sake of the sufferings of Thy Saints which they endured for Thee,
O Lord, and do Thou heal all our pains, we pray, O Friend of man.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control.
Therefore, you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father
Bishop Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.
Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to
shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices
of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who
in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication,
thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut
urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 9:6-11
Brethren, the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and the one who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Let each one do according to what he has
purposed in his heart, not grudgingly, or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you; that you, having always all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work. As it is written: “He has
scattered abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever”; now
He, who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing, and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be
enriched in all things for every generosity, which works through us thanksgiving to
God.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke 8:26-39
At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.
And as He stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had demons;
for a long time he had worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the
tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him, and said with a
loud voice, “What hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I
beseech Thee, do not torment me.” For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to
come out of the man. [For many a time it had seized him; he was kept under guard,
and bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon
into the desert.] Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion”;
for many demons had entered him. And they begged Jesus not to command them to
depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside; and
they begged Jesus to let them enter these. So He gave them leave. Then the demons
came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank
into the lake and was drowned. When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they
fled, and told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had
happened, and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had
gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.
And those who had seen it told them how he who had been possessed with demons
was healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked
Jesus to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He got into the boat
and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be
with Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that
God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city all
that Jesus had done for him.

Martyr Arethas & Companions (4,299 Martyrs)
The martyr Arethas and the 4299 martyrs with him suffered for the Lord Jesus Christ in the sixth
century. Arethas was prefect of the Christian city of Negran in Arabia. The Arabian (or Omirite)
king, Dunaan, who was Jewish, decided to eliminate Christianity from the land. He issued an edict
that all followers of Christ were to be put to death.
Because the inhabitants of Negran remained faithful to the Lord, Dunaan came with a large army
to destroy the city. At the city walls of Negran the king’s heralds announced that Dunaan would
only spare those who renounced Christ and referred to His Cross as a “sign of malediction.”
The very next day Dunaan gave orders to light an immense fire and throw all the clergy of the city
into it in order to frighten the rest of the Christians. 427 men were burned. He also threw the
prefect Arethas and the other chief men into prison. Then the oppressor sent his messengers
through the city to convert the Christians to Judaism. Dunaan himself conversed with those
inhabitants brought from the prisons, saying, “I do not demand that you should renounce the God
of heaven and earth, nor do I want you to worship idols, I want merely that you do not believe in
Jesus Christ, since the Crucified One was a man, and not God.”
The holy martyrs replied that Jesus is God the Word, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, Who
for the salvation of mankind was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. Those suffering
said, “We shall not abjure Christ, since He is Life for us. To die for Him is to find Life.”
More than four thousand Christians, men, women, both the aged and children, from the city of
Negran and surrounding villages suffered martyrdom for Christ.
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