The Epistle

Sunday, October 3rd,2021
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Second Sunday of Luke – Tone
6/Eothinon 4

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 6: When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for
Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers
who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not
tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou,
Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
Apolytikion of St. Dionysius the Areopagite Tone 4: Since thou hadst been
instructed in uprightness thoroughly and wast vigilant in all things, thou wast clothed
with a good conscience as befitteth one holy. Thou didst draw from the Chosen
Vessel ineffable mysteries; and having kept the Faith, thou didst finish a like course,
O Hieromartyr Dionysius. Intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you
have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede
with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame,
mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who
have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee:
Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O
Theotokos, them that honor thee.

Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Unto Thee will I cry, O my
God.
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 4:6-15
Brethren, seeing that it is the God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
the same also shone in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
exceeding greatness of power is from God, and not from us. We are pressed on every
way, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; smitten down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body.
For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus
may also be manifested in our mortal flesh. So, then, death is working in us, but life
in you. But having in us the same spirit of faith, according to that which is written,
“I believed, and therefore I spoke,” we also believe, and therefore we also speak,
knowing that the One who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up through
Jesus, and will make us stand together with you. For all things are for your sakes,
that the grace, which is multiplied through the thanksgiving of many, may abound
to the glory of God.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke 6:31-36
The Lord said: “As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If you love
those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He
is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is
merciful.”

St. Dionysius the Areopagite
Saint Dionysius lived originally in the city of Athens. He was raised there and received a classical
Greek education. He then went to Egypt, where he studied astronomy at the city of Heliopolis. It
was in Heliopolis, along with his friend Apollophonos where he witnessed the solar eclipse that
occurred at the moment of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ by Crucifixion. “Either the Creator of
all the world now suffers, or this visible world is coming to an end,” Dionysius said. Upon his
return to Athens from Egypt, he was chosen to be a member of the Areopagus Council (Athenian
high court).
When the holy Apostle Paul preached at the place on the Hill of Ares (Acts 17:16-34), Dionysius
accepted his salvific proclamation and became a Christian. For three years Saint Dionysius
remained a companion of the holy Apostle Paul in preaching the Word of God. Later on, the
Apostle Paul selected him as bishop of the city of Athens. And in the year 57 Saint Dionysius was
present at the repose of the Most Holy Theotokos.
The writings of Saint Dionysius the Areopagite hold great significance for the Orthodox Church.
Four books of his have survived to the present day: On The Celestial Hierarchy, On the
Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, On the Names of God, On Mystical Theology.
According to one tradition, he was killed at Lutetia (ancient name of Paris, France) in the year 96
during the persecution under the Roman emperor Domitian (81-96). Today most scholars and
theologians believe that Saint Dionysius the Areopagite did not die in Gaul, and that Saint
Dionysius (or Denys) of Paris is a different saint with the same name. Saint Demetrius of Rostov
says that the Hieromartyr Dionysius was beheaded in Athens, and that many miracles were
worked at his grave.
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