The Epistle

Sunday,September 26th,2021
Repose of St. John the Evangelist and Theologian – Tone 5/Eothinon 3

Today’s Hymns and Readings

His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. John 4:12-19
Brethren, no one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God abides in us, and
His love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us,
because He has given us of His Spirit. And we have seen, and do testify that the
Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus
is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. And we have known and
believed the love which God has for us. God is love; and he who abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him. In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have boldness in the Day of Judgment; because as He is, even so are we in this
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear, because fear has
torment; but he who fears is not perfected in love. We love God, because He first
loved us.

Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 5: Let us believers praise and worship the Word;
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took
pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection.

Apolytikion of St. John the Evangelist Tone 2: O Apostle John, beloved of Christ our
God, hasten to deliver a defenseless people. He that allowed thee to recline on His breast
receiveth thee bowing in intercession. Implore Him, O Theologian, to dispel the persistent
cloud of the heathen, and ask for us His peace and Great Mercy.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you
have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede
with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

Ordinary Kontakion Tone 2: O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame,
mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who
have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee:
Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O
Theotokos, them that honor thee.

Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. John 19:25-27;21:24-25
At that time, standing by the Cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother,
and the disciple whom He loved standing near, He said to his mother, “Woman,
behold, your Son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from
that hour the disciple took her to his own. This is the disciple who is bearing witness
to these things, and who has written these things; and we know that his testimony is
true. But there are also many other things, which Jesus did; were every one of them
to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would
be written. Amen.

Repose of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian
The Apostle John was especially loved by the Savior for his sacrificial love and his virginal purity.
After his calling, the Apostle John did not part from the Lord, and he was one of the three apostles
who were particularly close to Him. Saint John the Theologian was present when the Lord
restored the daughter of Jairus to life, and he was a witness to the Transfiguration of the Lord on
Mount Tabor.
During the Last Supper, he reclined next to the Lord, and laid his head upon His breast. He also
asked the name of the Savior’s betrayer. The Apostle John followed after the Lord when they led
Him bound from the Garden of Gethsemane to the court of the iniquitous High Priests Annas and
Caiphas. He was there in the courtyard of the High Priest during the interrogations of his Teacher
and he resolutely followed after him on the way to Golgotha, grieving with all his heart.
At the foot of the Cross he stood with the Mother of God and heard the words of the Crucified
Lord addressed to Her from the Cross: “Woman, behold Thy son.” Then the Lord said to him,
“Behold thy Mother” (John 19:26-27). From that moment the Apostle John, like a loving son,
concerned himself over the Most Holy Virgin Mary, and he served Her until Her Dormition.
Saint John reposed when he was more than a hundred years old. He far outlived the other
eyewitnesses of the Lord, and for a long time he remained the only remaining eyewitness of the
earthly life of the Savior.
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