The Epistle

Sunday,September 12th,2021
Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross – Tone 3/Eothinon 1

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 3: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for
the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death,
and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades,
granting the world the Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of the Nativity of the Theotokos Tone 4: Thy nativity, O Theotokos,
hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth the Sun of justice,
Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death and granting
us life everlasting.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you
have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede
with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos Tone 4: By thy holy nativity, O pure one,
Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were
delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from the
stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who
nourisheth our life.

Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Unto Thee, O Lord, will I
cry, O my God.
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians 6:11-18
Brethren, see how large a letter I have written to you with my own hand. As many as
desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they compel you to be circumcised, only that
they may not be persecuted for the Cross of Christ. For not even those who are
circumcised do themselves keep the Law; but they desire to have you circumcised,
that they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid that I should boast, except in the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom the world is crucified to me, and I to
the world. For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision counts for anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace
be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. Henceforth, let no one trouble
me; for I bear in my body the brand-marks of the Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. John 3:13-17
The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from
heaven, the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent His
Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through Him.”

Elevation of the Holy and Life-Giving Cross
The Elevation of the Cross, celebrated on the fourteenth of September, commemorates the finding
of Christ’s Cross by Saint Helen, the mother of the Emperor Constantine in the fourth century;
and, after it was taken by the Persians, of its recovery by the Emperor Heraclius in the seventh
century at which time it was “elevated” in the Church of the Resurrection in Jerusalem. From this
latter event the “universal elevation” of the Cross was celebrated annually in all of the churches of
the Christian Empire.
The day of the Elevation of the Cross became, as it were, the national holiday of the Eastern
Christian Empire similar to the Fourth of July in the United States. The Cross, the official emblem
of the Empire which was placed on all public buildings and uniforms, was officially elevated on
this day by the bishops and priests. They blessed the four directions of the universe with the Cross,
while the faithful repeated the chanting of “Lord have mercy.” This ritual is still done in the
churches today after the solemn presentation and elevation of the Cross at the end of the Vigil
service of the holy day following the Great Doxology of Matins.
The holy day of the Elevation of the Cross, although it has an obviously “political” origin, has a
place of great significance in the Church today. It remains with us as a day of fasting and prayer, a
day when we recall that the Cross is the only sign worthy of our total allegiance, and that our
salvation comes not by “victories” of any earthly sort but by the only true and lasting victory of
the crucifixion of Christ and our co-crucifixion with him.
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