The Epistle
The Lord is my strength and my song. With chastisement hath the Lord chastened
me.
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 9:2-12

Sunday, September 5th, 2021
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost & Eleventh Sunday of Matthew – Tone
2/Eothinon 11

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 2: When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O
Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And
when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud
unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Prophet Zachariah Tone 4: In the vesture of a priest, according to
the Law of God, thou didst offer unto Him well-pleasing whole-burnt offerings, as it befitted
a priest, O wise Zachariah. Thou wast a shining light, a seer of mysteries, bearing in thyself
clearly the signs of grace; and in God's temple, O wise Prophet of Christ God, thou wast slain
with the sword. Hence, with the Forerunner, make entreaty that our souls find salvation.

Troparion of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to your
flock, as a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control. Therefore, you
have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father Bishop Nicholas, intercede
with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos Tone 4: By thy holy nativity, O pure one,
Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were
delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from the
stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who
nourisheth our life.

Trisagion Hymn:
English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.
Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut urhamna.
Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

Brethren, the seal of my apostleship are you in the Lord. My defense to those who would
examine me is this: Do we have no authority regarding what to eat and what to drink? Do we
have no authority to lead about a wife, who is a sister, as the rest of the apostles, even as the
brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no authority to
refrain from working? Which soldier ever served at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
and does not eat the fruit thereof? Or who shepherds a flock and does not eat from the milk
of the flock? Do I speak of these things according to human nature? Or does not the Law say
the same also? For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Thou shalt not muzzle an ox which
treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God cares, or does He say it altogether for our sakes?
Indeed, for our sakes it was written: because he who plows ought to plow in hope, and he who
threshes in hope, so that the same might partake in hope. If we have sown in you spiritual
things, is it a great matter if we should reap your carnal things? If others are partakers of this
authority over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this
authority, but we endure all things, in order that we may cause no hindrance to the gospel of
Christ.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew 18:23-25
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him
who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on
his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And
out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that
same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell
down and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went
and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he
should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother from your heart.”

The Holy Prophet Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth, parents of St.
John the Baptist
The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous Elizabeth were the parents of the holy Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John. They were descended from the lineage of Aaron: Saint
Zachariah, son of Barach, was a priest in the Jerusalem Temple, and Saint Elizabeth was the sister
of Saint Anna, the mother of the Most Holy Theotokos. The righteous spouses, “walking in all the
commandments of the Lord” (Luke 1:6), suffered barrenness, which in those times was considered
a punishment from God.
Once, during his turn of priestly service in the Temple, Saint Zachariah was told by an angel that
his aged wife would bear him a son, who “will be great in the sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:15) and
“will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias” (Luke 1:17). Zachariah doubted that this
prediction would come true, and for his weakness of faith he was punished by becoming mute.
When Elizabeth gave birth to a son, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit she announced that
his name was John, although no one in their family had this name.
They asked Zachariah and he also wrote the name John down on a tablet. Immediately the gift of
speech returned to him, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, he began to prophesy about his son as the
Forerunner of the Lord. When King Herod heard from the Magi about the birth of the Messiah, he
decided to kill all the infants up to two years old at Bethlehem and the surrounding area, hoping
that the new-born Messiah would be among them.
In these tragic days Saint Zachariah was taking his turn at the services in the Temple. Soldiers sent
by Herod tried in vain to learn from him the whereabouts of his son. Then, by command of Herod,
they murdered this holy prophet, having stabbed him between the temple and the altar (MT 23:
35). Elizabeth died forty days after her husband, and Saint John, preserved by the Lord, dwelt in
the wilderness until the day of his appearance to the nation of Israel.
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