WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS ANTIOCHIAN

ORTHO®X CHURCH

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8th 2021

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost & Seventh Sunday of Matthew —
Tone6/Eothinon 7

A warm welcome to all who celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection with us. Visitors who
are not Orthodox, please note that although non-Orthodox may not receive
Communion, which is reserved for the Orthodox faithful, we invite everyone to
come forward at the end of the Liturgy to receive the Priest’s blessing and blessed
bread. Fr. Paul or most members of the parish will be glad to answer any questions.
Visitors, please sign the guest book at the back of the church. If you wish to join the
church mailing list, then please include your email address.

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 6: When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy
sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to
keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou
didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead,
O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of the Transfiguration Tone 7: When, O Christ our God, Thou wast
transfigured on the mountain, Thou didst reveal Thy glory to Thy Disciples in proportion as
they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos. O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.

Kontakion of the Transfiguration Tone 7: Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and
Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when
they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary,
and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father.

Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut
urhamna.

Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

The Epistle
(For the Seventh Sunday After Pentecost)
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Unto Thee, O Lord, will |
cry, O my God!
The Reading is from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 15:1-7

Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to
please ourselves. Let each one of us please his neighbor for that which is good for
his edification. For Christ also did not please Himself; but, as it is written: “The
reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell on Me.” For whatever was written
beforehand was written for our learning, that we might have hope, through the
patience and comfort of the Scriptures. Now may the God of patience and comfort
grant you to be of the same mind with one another, according to Christ Jesus, that
with one accord and one mouth you may glorify God, even the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, receive one another, even as Christ has also received you,
to the glory of God.

The Holy Gospel
(For the Seventh Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew 9:27-35

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying
aloud: “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered the house, the blind
men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to
your faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged
them, “See that no one knows it.” But they went away and spread His fame through
all that district. As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to
Him. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds
marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees
said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus went about all the
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom and healing every disease and every infirmity.




The Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ

The transfiguration of Christ is one of the central events recorded in the gospels. Immediately after
the Lord was recognized by His apostles as “the Christ [Messiah], the Son of the Living God,” He
told them that “He must go up to Jerusalem and suffer many things . .. and be killed and on the
third day be raised” (Mt 16). The announcement of Christ’s approaching passion and death was
met with indignation by the disciples. And then, after rebuking them, the Lord took Peter, James,
and John “up to a high mountain”—by tradition Mount Tabor—and was “transfigured before
them.”

The Jewish Festival of Booths was a feast of the dwelling of God with men, and the
transfiguration of Christ reveals how this dwelling takes place in and through the Messiah, the Son
of God in human flesh. There is little doubt that Christ’s transfiguration took place at the time of
the Festival of Booths, and that the celebration of the event in the Christian Church became the
New Testamental fulfillment of the Old Testamental feast in a way similar to the feasts of
Passover and Pentecost.

Besides the fundamental meaning which the event of the Transfiguration has in the context of the
life and mission of Christ, and in addition to the theme of the glory of God which is revealed in all
of its divine splendor in the face of the Savior, the presence of Moses and Elijah is also of great
significance for the understanding and celebration of the feast. Many of the hymns refer to these
two leading figures of the Old Covenant as do the three scripture readings of Vespers which tell of
the manifestation of the glory of God to these holy men of old (Ex 24.12-18; 33.11-34.8; 1 Kg
19.3-16).

Parish Treasury Report

2021 June 2021 YTD
Income: $17,648.51 $88,515.33
Expense: $21,052.32 $87,278.55

7/4/2021 Checkbook: $48,331.15 Mortgage: $116,310.93
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¢ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
Eyou worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of

the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to

proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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