WELCOME TO

SAINT NICHOIAS ANTIOCHIAN

ORTHO®X CHURCH

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1%t 2021

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost & Sixth Sunday of Matthew —
Tone5/Eothinon 6

A warm welcome to all who celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection with us. Visitors who
are not Orthodox, please note that although non-Orthodox may not receive
Communion, which is reserved for the Orthodox faithful, we invite everyone to
come forward at the end of the Liturgy to receive the Priest’s blessing and blessed
bread. Fr. Paul or most members of the parish will be glad to answer any questions.
Visitors, please sign the guest book at the back of the church. If you wish to join the
church mailing list, then please include your email address.

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Ressurectional Apolytikion Tone 5: Let us believers praise and worship the Word;
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He
took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the
dead by His glorious Resurrection.

Apolytikion for the Holy Cross Tone 1: O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
inheritance, granting to Thy people victory over all their enemies, and by the power
of Thy Cross preserving Thy commonwealth.

Kontakion of the Transfiguration Tone 7: Thou wast transfigured on the mount,
and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God;
so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that all Thy
suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the
effulgent Splendor of the Father.

Trisagion Hymn:

English: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

Arabic: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulgawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut
urhamna.

Greek: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and
unto ages of ages. Amen. Holy Immortal have mercy on us. With strength!
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal. Have mercy on us.

The Epistle
(For the Sixth Sunday After Pentecost)
Thou, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us. Save me, O Lord, for the godly man
is no more.
The Reading is from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 12:6-14

Brethren, having gifts that differ according to the grace that was given to us, let each
use them accordingly: whether prophecy, let him prophesy according to the
proportion of the faith; or ministry, let him give himself to the ministry; or the
teacher, to the teaching; or he who exhorts, in the exhorting; he who gives, let him
do it with simplicity; he who presides, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness. Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good. Love one another with brotherly affection; in honor preferring one
another; in diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in
hope; patient in tribulation; continuing steadfastly in prayer; communicating to the
necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless,
and do not curse.

The Holy Gospel
(For the Sixth Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew 9:1-8

At that time, Jesus got into a boat, crossed over and came to His own city. And
behold, they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their
faith He said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” And
behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But
Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For
which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that
you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—He then
said to the paralytic—“Rise, take up your bed and go home.” And he rose and went
home. When the crowds saw it, they marveled, and they glorified God, Who had
given such authority to men.




Today We Commemorate the Procession of the Life-Giving Cross

The origin of this Feast is explained in the Greek Horologion of 1897: “Because of the
ilinesses which occur during the month of August, it was customary at Constantinople to
carry the Precious Wood of the Cross in procession throughout the city for its
sanctification, and to deliver it from sickness.”

On the eve (July 31), the Cross was removed from the imperial treasury and placed it
upon the Holy Table of the Great Church of Hagia Sophia (which is dedicated to Christ,
the Wisdom of God). From August 1 until the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos,
there was a procession throughout the entire the city, and then the Cross was placed
where all the people could venerate it.

In the Russian Church this Feast is combined with the remembrance of the Baptism of
Rus on August 1, 988. In the “The order of services for the holy, catholic, and apostolic
Great Church of the Dormition,” which was compiled in 1627 by order of Patriarch
Philaret of Moscow and All Rus, there is a similar explanation of the Feast: "On the day
of the Procession of the Precious Cross there is a Cross Procession with the
Sanctification of Water, for the enlightenment of the people, in all the towns and
places."

Parish Treasury Report

2021 June 2021 YTD
Income: $17,648.51 $88,515.33
Expense: $21,052.32 $87,278.55

7/4/2021 Checkbook: $48,331.15 Mortgage: $116,310.93
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¢ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have

16 you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to

proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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