WELCOME TO

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

SUNDAY, JUNE 20t", 2021

NO FAST
Sunday of the Great Feast of Holy Pentecost

Next Sunday: Sunday of All Saints
A warm welcome to all who celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection with us. Visitors who
are not Orthodox, please note that although non-Orthodox may not receive
Communion, which is reserved for the Orthodox faithful, we invite everyone to
come forward at the end of the Liturgy to receive the Priest’s blessing and blessed
bread. Fr John or most members of the parish will be glad to answer any questions.
Visitors, please sign the guest book at the back of the church. If you wish to join the
church mailing list, then please include your email address.

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Apolytikion of Pentecost Tone 8: Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast
revealed the fishermen as most wise, having sent upon them the Holy Spirit, and
through them Thou hast fished the universe, O Lover of mankind, glory to Thee.
Kontakion of Pentecost Tone 8: When the High One descended, confusing
tongues, He divided the nations. And when He distributed the fiery tongues He

called all to one unity. Wherefore, in unison we glorify the most Holy Spirit.

The Anti-Trisagion Hymn: As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. Alleluia (x3)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Have put on Christ. Alleluia.
Dynamis! (With Strength).

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.

The Epistle
Their voices have gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of
God.
The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11

When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one place.
And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire,
distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.
And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and
wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that
we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our
own tongues the mighty works of God.”

The Holy Gospel

The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. John 7:37-52; 8:12
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has
said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.””” Now this He said about the
Spirit, which those who believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had
not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these words,
many of the people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the
Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture
said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village
where David was?” So there was a division among the people over Him. Some of
them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him. The officers then went
back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring
Him?” The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees
answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities or the
Pharisees believed in Him? But this crowd, who do not know the Law, are accursed.”
Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to them,
“Does our Law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he
does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no
prophet is to rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light
of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.”




A Few Quotes for This Sunday

When a man’s intellect is constantly with God, his desire grows beyond all measure into
an intense longing for God and his incisiveness is completely transformed into divine
love. For by continual participation in the divine radiance his intellect becomes totally
filled with light; and when it has reintegrated its passable aspect, it redirects this aspect
towards God, as we have said, filling it with an incomprehensible and intense longing
for Him and with unceasing love, thus drawing it entirely away from worldly things to
the divine.

-St. Maximus the Confessor

“If from one burning lamp someone lights another, then another from that one, and so on
in succession, he has light continuously. In the same way, through the Apostles
ordaining their successors, and these successors ordaining others, and so on, the grace of
the Holy Spirit is handed down through all generations and enlightens all who obey their
shepherds and teachers.”

-St. Gregory Palamas

Parish Treasury Report

2021 May 2021 YTD
Income: $13,095.32 $70,866.82
Expense: $16,944.74 $66,226.23

6/4/2021 Checkbook: $46,186.64 Mortgage: $117,331.98
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‘@@ elcome to our church community! We are blessed to have
A

you worshipping with us today. We are the jurisdiction of
the Orthodox Christian Church whose roots trace directly back to
first century Antioch, the city in which the disciples of Jesus
Christ were first called “Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Orthodox
Church is the oldest and second largest Christian group in the world.
We are called by God our creator to worship and follow Him, and to
proclaim to the world His message of love, peace and salvation.
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