WELCOME TO

The Epistle

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
SUNDAY, MAY 23rd, 2021

NO FAST
Sunday of the Paralytic – Tone 3/Eothinon 5
Next Sunday: Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
A warm welcome to all who celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection with us. Visitors who
are not Orthodox, please note that although non-Orthodox may not receive
Communion, which is reserved for the Orthodox faithful, we invite everyone to
come forward at the end of the Liturgy to receive the Priest’s blessing and blessed
bread. Fr John or most members of the parish will be glad to answer any questions.
Visitors, please sign the guest book at the back of the church. If you wish to join the
church mailing list, then please include your email address.

Today’s Hymns and Readings

O chant unto our God, chant ye. Clap your hands, all ye nations.
The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 9:32-42
In those days, as Peter went throughout all regions, he came down also to the
saints who dwelt at Lydda. There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who was
bedridden for eight years and paralyzed. And Peter said to him: “Aeneas, Jesus
Christ heals you; arise and make your bed.” And immediately he arose. And all
who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned back to the Lord. Now
there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha (which means Gazelle). She
was full of good works and of charitable deeds which she did. And it came to pass
in those days that she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her, they
placed her in an upper chamber. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples,
hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him entreating him: “Come to us
without delay!” So Peter arose and went with them. And when he arrived, they
took him into the upper chamber. All the widows stood by him weeping, showing
the tunics and other garments which Tabitha made while she was with them. But
Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed; then turning to the body, he
said: “Tabitha, arise!” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat
up. And he gave her his hand, and raised her up. Then he called the saints and
widows and presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and
many believed in the Lord.

The Holy Gospel
Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 3: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad,
for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death
by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the
depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
Troparion for St. Nicholas the Wonderworker: In truth you were revealed to
your flock. As a rule of faith, a model of meekness and a teacher of self-control.
Therefore, you have won the heights by humility, riches by poverty. Holy father
Bishop Nicholas intercede with Christ our God that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of Pascha Tone 8: Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O
Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of
Hades, and didst arise as
victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace
unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
Trisagion (Thrice-Holy) Hymn: ENGLISH: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy
Immortal, have mercy on us.
ARABIC: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdi, la yamut urhamna.
GREEK: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever and
unto ages of ages amen. Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
SLAVIC: Svyaty Bozhe, Svyaty Krepky, Svyaty Bessmertny, pomiluy nas.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. John 5:1-15
At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep
Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Bethesda, which has five porticoes. In these lay a
multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water.
For an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and troubled the
water; whoever stepped in first, after the troubling of the water was healed of
whatever disease he had. One man was there, who had been ill for 38 years. When
Jesus saw him and knew that he had been lying there a long time, He said to him,
“Do you want to be healed?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to
put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am going another steps
down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.” And at
once the man was healed, and he took up his pallet and walked. Now that day was
the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, it is not
lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But he answered them, “The man who healed
me said to me, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the man
who said to you, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk’?” Now the man who had been
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in
the place. Afterward, Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you are
well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befalls you.” The man went away and told the
Jews that it was Jesus Who had healed him.

May 23rd: St. Michael, Bishop of Synnada
Saint Michael the Confessor From his youth he longed for the monastic life and was sent
by Patriarch Tarasius (784-806) to a monastery on the coast of the Black Sea. Saint
Theophylactus (March 8), the future Bishop of Nicomedia also entered the monastery
together with him. At the monastery both monks engaged in spiritual struggles and were
soon glorified by gifts from the Lord. Once, during a harvest, when the people were
weakened by thirst, an empty metal vessel was filled with water by the prayer of the
monks.
Patriarch Tarasius consecrated Saint Michael as bishop of the city of Synnada. Through
his holy life and wisdom, Saint Michael won the love of believers, and the notice of the
emperors Nicephorus I (802-811) and Michael I Rangabe (811-813). Saint Michael was
present at the Seventh Ecumenical Council at Nicea in 787. When the Iconoclast heretic
Leo the Armenian (813-820) assumed the throne, he began to expel Orthodox hierarchs
from their Sees, appointing heretics in their place.
Saint Michael defended Orthodoxy, bravely opposing the heretics and denouncing their
error. Leo the Armenian brought Saint Michael to trial, but not fearing torture he
answered resolutely, “I venerate the holy icons of my Savior Jesus Christ and the AllPure Virgin, His Mother, and all the saints, and it is to them I bow down. I shall not obey
your decrees to remove icons from churches.”
Leo then banished Saint Michael to the city of Eudokiada, where the confessor died
about the year 821. The head of Saint Michael is preserved in the Great Lavra of Saint
Athanasius on Mount Athos, and part of the relics are at the Ivḗron monastery.

Parish Treasury Report
2021
April 2021
Income: $20,277.29
Expense: $13,227.73

YTD
$49,281.49
$57,771.10

5/4/2021 Checkbook: $56,542.18 Mortgage: $119,670.41

