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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church 

S U N D A Y ,  M A Y  2 n d ,  2 0 2 1  

N O  F A S T   

 SUNDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA  

Next Sunday: Thomas Sunday                                       
A warm welcome to all who celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection with us. Visitors who 

are not Orthodox, please note that although non-Orthodox may not receive 

Communion, which is reserved for the Orthodox faithful, we invite everyone to 

come forward at the end of the Liturgy to receive the Priest’s blessing and blessed 

bread. Fr John or most members of the parish will be glad to answer any questions. 

Visitors, please sign the guest book at the back of the church. If you wish to join the 

church mailing list, then please include your email address. 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Hymns and Readings 
Paschal Apolytikion Tone 5: Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death 

by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 
 
Hypakoe of Pascha Tone 4:  When they who were with Mary came, anticipating 

the dawn, and found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher, they heard from the 

Angel: Why seek ye among the dead, as though He were mortal man, Him Who 

abideth in everlasting light? Behold the grave-clothes. Go quickly and proclaim to 

the world that the Lord is risen, and hath put death to death. For He is the Son of 

God, Who saveth the race of man. 
 

Kontakion of Pascha Tone 8:  Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O 

Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of     Hades, and didst arise as 

victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace 

unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen. 
 
The Anti-Trisagion Hymn:  

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  Alleluia. (THRICE) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Both now and ever and 

unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Have put on Christ.  Alleluia. 

PRIEST: With strength! 

As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  Alleluia. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Epistle 
This is the day that the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein!  O give 

thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; His mercy endureth forever. 

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 1:1-8 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

until the day when He was taken up, after He had given commandment through the 

Holy Spirit to the Apostles whom He had chosen. To them He presented Himself 

alive after His passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and 

speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them He charged them not 

to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, He said, 

“You heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they had come together, they asked Him, 

“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is 

not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by His own 

authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end 

of the earth.” 

 

The Holy Gospel 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. John 1:1-17 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through Him, and 

without Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for 

testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was 

not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens 

every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was 

made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and 

His own people received Him not. But to all who received Him, who believed in 

His Name, He gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld 

His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to Him, and 

cried, “This was He of Whom I said, ‘He Who comes after me ranks before me, for 

He was before me.’”) And from His fullness have we all received, grace upon 

grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

 



Great and Holy Pascha 
Holy Week comes to an end at sunset of Great and Holy Saturday, as the Church prepares to 

celebrate her most ancient and preeminent festival, Pascha, the feast of feasts. The time of 

preparation will give way to a time of fulfillment. The glorious and resplendent light emanating 

from the empty Tomb will dispel the darkness. Christ, risen from the dead, cracks the fortress of 

death and takes "captivity captive" (Psalm 67:19). All the limitations of our createdness are torn 

asunder. Death is swallowed up in victory and life is liberated. "For as by a man came death, by a 

man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive" (I Corinthians 15:21-22). Pascha is the dawn of the new and unending day. The 

Resurrection constitutes the most radical and decisive deliverance of humankind. 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the fundamental truth and absolute fact of the Christian faith. It 

is the central experience and essential kerygma of the Church. It confirms the authenticity of 

Christ's remarkable earthly life and vindicates the truth of His teaching. It seals all His redemptive 

work: His life, the model of a holy life; His compelling and unique teaching; His extraordinary 

works; and His awesome, life-creating death. Christ's Resurrection is the guarantee of our 

salvation. Together with His Ascension it brings to perfection God's union with us for all eternity. 

 

The Resurrection made possible the miracle of the Church, which in every age and generation 

proclaims and affirms "God's plan for the universe, the ultimate divinization of man and the 

created order." The profound experience of and the unshakable belief in the risen Lord enabled the 

Apostles to evangelize the world and empowered the Church to overcome paganism. The 

Resurrection discloses the indestructible power and inscrutable wisdom of God. It disposes of the 

illusory myths and belief systems by which people, bereft of divine knowledge, strain to affirm the 

meaning and purpose of their existence. Christ, risen and glorified, releases humanity from the 

delusions of idolatry. In Him grave-bound humanity discovers and is filled with incomparable 

hope. The Resurrection bestows illumination, energizes souls, brings forgiveness, transfigures 

lives, creates saints, and gives joy. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Parish Treasury Report 

2021         March 2021               YTD  

Income:    $17,266.19             $37,493.81 

Expense:  $16,644.76             $36,053.76 

 

4/5/2021   Checkbook: $50,876.69  Mortgage: $120,650.96    
 

 

                                     
 
 

 
 


