WELCOME TO

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
SUNDAY, MARCH 21st, 2021

Strict Fast/Great Lent
Tone 8/ Eothinon 8; First Sunday of Great Lent (Sunday of Orthodoxy)
A warm welcome to all who celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection with us. Visitors who
are not Orthodox, please note that although non-Orthodox may not receive
Communion, which is reserved for the Orthodox faithful, we invite everyone to
come forward at the end of the Liturgy to receive the Priest’s blessing and blessed
bread. Fr John or most members of the parish will be glad to answer any questions.
Visitors, please sign the guest book at the back of the church. If you wish to join the
church mailing list, then please include your email address.

Next Sunday: The Sunday of St. Gregory of Palamas

Today’s Hymns and Readings
Resurrectional Apolytikion Tone 8: From the heights Thou didst descend, O
compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might
deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to
Thee.
Apolytikion of the First Sunday of Great Lent Tone 2: Thy pure image do we
venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God; for by Thine
own will Thou didst ascend the Cross in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou
hast verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come, O our Savior, to save the world.
Kontakion for Sundays in Great Lent Tone 8: To thee, the Champion Leader, do
I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from terror; but
as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free:
from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O
Bride without Bridegroom.
Trisagion (Thrice-Holy) Hymn:
ENGLISH: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal have mercy on us.
ARABIC: Qudduson ullah, Qudduson ulqawi, Qudduson ullahdhi, la yamut
urhamna.
GREEK: Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, eleison imas.
SLAVONIC: Svyaty Bozhe, Svyaty Krepky, Svyaty Bessmertny, pomiluy nas.

The Epistle
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, God of our fathers. For Thou art just in all that Thou
hast done for us.
The Reading is from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-40
Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of the Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he looked to the recompense of reward.
And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak,
Sampson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and all the prophets, who through faith
subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness
were made strong, became mighty in war, and turned to flight armies of the aliens.
Women received their dead by resurrection, and others were tortured, not accepting
their deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. And others suffered
mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they
were sawn asunder, they were tempted, they were slain with the sword; they went
about in skins of sheep and goats, being destitute, afflicted, tormented (of whom the
world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves
of the earth. And all these, having obtained a witness through their faith, did not
receive the promise, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from
us they should not be made perfect.

The Holy Gospel
The Reading from the Holy Gospel is according to St. John 1:43-51
At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow Me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip
found Nathanael, and said to him, “We have found Him of Whom Moses in the Law
and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and
see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!” Nathanael said to Jesus, “How do you know me?”
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I
saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God! Thou art the
King of Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig
tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than these.” And Jesus said to him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”

Sunday of Orthodoxy
The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great Lent. The dominant theme of this Sunday since 843 has
been that of the victory of the icons. In that year the iconoclastic controversy, which had raged on and off since
726, was finally laid to rest, and icons and their veneration were restored on the first Sunday in Lent. Ever
since, this Sunday has been commemorated as the "Triumph of Orthodoxy."
The Seventh Ecumenical Council dealt predominantly with the controversy regarding icons and their place in
Orthodox worship. It was convened in Nicaea in 787 by Empress Irene at the request of Tarasios, Patriarch of
Constantinople. The Council was attended by 367 bishops.
Almost a century before this, the iconoclastic controversy had once more shaken the foundations of both
Church and State in the Byzantine empire. Excessive religious respect and the ascribed miracles to icons by
some members of society, approached the point of worship (due only to God) and idolatry. This instigated
excesses at the other extreme by which icons were completely taken out of the liturgical life of the Church by
the Iconoclasts. The Iconophiles, on the other-hand, believed that icons served to preserve the doctrinal
teachings of the Church; they considered icons to be man's dynamic way of expressing the divine through art
and beauty.
The Council decided on a doctrine by which icons should be venerated but not worshipped. In answering the
Empress' invitation to the Council, Pope Hadrian replied with a letter in which he also held the position of
extending veneration to icons but not worship, the last befitting only God.
An Endemousa (Regional) Synod was called in Constantinople in 843. Under Empress Theodora. The
veneration of icons was solemnly proclaimed at the Hagia Sophia Cathedral. The Empress, her son Michael
III, Patriarch Methodios, and monks and clergy came in procession and restored the icons in their rightful
place. The day was called "Triumph of Orthodoxy." Since that time, this event is commemorated yearly with a
special service on the first Sunday of Lent, the "Sunday of Orthodoxy".

Parish Treasury Report
2021
February 2021
Income $9,666.27
Expense $20,227.62

YTD
$11,134.21
$19,409.00

3/5/2021 Checkbook: $50,202.43 Mortgage: $123,978.22

